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Trends and Implication of International Discussion on Forest Sector:
Focusing on United Nations Forum on Forests

Eunho Choi®®*, Rachyun Kim and Myungkil Kim
Global Forestry of Division, National Institute of Forest Science, Seoul 02455, Korea
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Abstract: In accordance with the appearance of global issue called Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), United
Nations Forum on Forests (UNFF) has shown a significant progress in such as emphasizing the potential contribution
of forest sector and establishing long-term strategies. In relation to the SDGs which would be discussed mainly in
different international agreements and conferences related to forest sector until 2030, this study reviewed the discussion
trend by establishing integrated databases and focusing on UNFF which serves as an integrated coordinator. It also aims
to identify the meaning of United Nations Strategic Plan for Forest (UNSPF) established by UNFF. Furthermore, the
following proposals on policies are presented in this study aiming for active discussion on forest sector not only in
international but also in national context, and to implement UNSPF and GFGs effectively in a long-term manner: (1)
Cooperation among sectors, organizations, and countries is more important than anything to make an active discussion
on forest sector; (2) Recognizing and understanding the role and contributions of forests should be encouraged in actual
field, and it should serve as the basis when establishing national policies and goals; (3) By fully utilizing UNFF report
which is for the review of UNSPF implementation, a rational reporting system should be provided, and simultaneously,
the efficiency on reporting items in the process of implementation should be improved.

Key words: Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Cooperation, UN Forum on Forests (UNFF), United Nations Strategic
Plan for Forest (UNSPF), Global Forest Goals (GFGs)
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Figure 1. Establishment process of United Nations Forum on Forest.
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Table 1. Main discussions of United Nations Forum on Forest from its 1% to 10" session.

Sessions Main Discussion of Each Session
- Adoption of decisions on the UNFF Multi-Year Program of Work, a Plan of Action for the implementation
of the IPF/IFF Proposals for Action, and the UNFF’s work with the CPF
1** session - Establishment of technical advice for UNFF by expert groups:
of UNFF (1) approaches and mechanisms for monitoring, assessment and reporting

(2) finance and transfer of environmentally sound technologies
(3) parameters of a mandate for developing a legal framework on all types of forests

2" gession
of UNFF

- Adoption of a Ministerial Declaration and Message to the World Summit on Sustainable Development (WSSD)
and eight decisions on:

(1) combating deforestation and forest degradation

(2) forest conservation and protection of unique types of forests and fragile ecosystems (3) rehabilitation
and conservation strategies for countries with low forest cover

(4) rehabilitation and restoration of degraded lands and the promotion of natural and planted forests (5) concepts,
terminology and definitions

(6) specific criteria for the review of the effectiveness of the international arrangement on forests(IAF) (7)
proposed revisions to the medium-term plan for 2002-2005 (8) other matters

34 session

- Adoption of six resolutions on:
(1) enhanced cooperation and policy and program coordination (2) forest health and productivity (3) economic

of UNFF aspects of forests (4) maintaining forest cover to meet present and future needs (5) the UNFF Trust Fund
(6) strengthening the Secretariat
- Adoption of five resolutions on:
4" session (1) forest-related scientific knowledge
of UNFF (2) social and cultural aspects of forests
(3) monitoring, assessment and reporting and criteria and indicators
(4) review of the effectiveness of the IAF; and finance and transfer of environmentally sound technologies
- Agreed to four global goals (provisional) on:
51 session (1) Significantly increasing the area of protected forests and sustainably managed forests worldwide
(2) Reversing the decline in official development assistance (ODA) for SFM
of UNFF .
(3) Reversing the loss of forest cover
(4) Enhancing forest-based economic, social and environmental benefits
- Finalized the four global objectives on forests for the IAF to:
(1) Reverse the loss of forest cover worldwide through SFM through protection, restoration, afforestation
and reforestation
{ . - s s
6" session (2) Enhance forest-based economic, social and environmental benefits, and the contribution of forests to the
of UNFF achievement of internationally agreed development goals
(3) Increase significantly the area of protected forests worldwide and other areas of sustainably managed
forests
(4) Reverse the decline in ODA for SFM, and mobilize significantly increased new and additional financial
resources from all sources for the implementation of SFM
7" session - Adoption of the non-legally binding instrument and a Multi-Year Program of Work for the period 2007-2015
of UNFF
8™ session - Adoption of a solution on forests in a changing environment, enhanced cooperation and cross-sectoral policy
of UNFF and program coordination, and regional and sub-regional inputs
- Launching of International year of Forests 2011
9" session - Adoption of a resolution on forests for people, livelihoods and poverty eradication addressing followings:
1) procedures for assessment of progress; increased regional and sub-regional cooperation
of UNFF () p prog g g p

(2) enhanced cooperation with Major Groups
(3) MOI for SFM, including expert group process on forest financing

10" session

- Decided that the effectiveness of the IAF would be reviewed in 2015

of UNFF - Established an expert group to review the IAF’s performance and effectiveness
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Figure 3. Interrelationship among forest-related goals and targets of international conventions and
agreements along Global Forest Goals.
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Acronym

e ABTs: Aichi Biodiversity Targets

* CBD: Convention on Biodiversity

* ECOSOC: Economics and Social Council
* FAO: Food and Agriculture Organization
* FRA: Global Forest Resources Assessment
* GFGs: Global Forest Goals

* GOFs: Global Objectives on Forest

e HLPF: High Level Political Forum

* JAF: International Agreement on Forest

e [FF: Intergovernmental Forum on Forest
e [PF: Intergovernmental Panel on Forest

* LBI: Legally Binding Instrument

e MDGs: Millennium Development Goals

e NDC: Nationally Determined Contribution
* ODA: Official Development Assistance

* SDGs: Sustainable Development Goals

e UNFCCC: United Nations Convention on Climate
Change

* UNCCD: United Nations Convention to Combat
Desertification

* UNCED: United Nations Conference on
Environment and Development

* UNCHE: United Nations Conference on Human and
Environment

e UNCSD: United Nations Commission on Sustainable
Development

e UNFF: United Nations Forum on Forest

* UNFI: United Nations Forest Instrument

e UNSPF: United Nations Strategic Plan for Forest

* VNR: Voluntary National Reviews

*  4PoW: Quadrennial Program of Work




