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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to analyze the currently operating subject guides in academic libraries
and to suggest measures for improvements of them. To do this, 22 out of 151 academic libraries which
have more than 1,000 enrolled college students in the university and two institutes of science and
technology were selected and the libraries were analyzed according to 12 criteria. The main results
of the data analysis were as follows: First, the subject guides did not clearly indicate which service
tool to use. Second, there was a difference in the subject guide format in the same academic library.
Third, libraries tried to provide a lot of information sources on the subject guides without considering
users needs. By offering many kinds of information sources, students had to choose the information
sources they needed. Improvement plans are: First, it is necessary to develop the subject guide of
the college courses. Second, Content-based subject guides are necessary through standardized format.
Third, it is necessary to unify the name of menu of information resource. Fourth, the number of
information sources included in the subject guides should be minimized. Fifth, it is necessary to establish
a cooperation system between academic libraries to develop the subject guides.
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