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A study on attitude toward cadaver donation and change of
intention toward cadaver donation after participation in

cadaver dissection among paramedical students
Keun—Ja Cho"*

"Department of Emergency Medical Service, Kongju National University

“Research Center for Women, Kongju National University

=Abstract =

Purpose: This study aimed to assess the attitude toward cadaver donation and change of

intention toward cadaver donation after participation in cadaver dissection among paramedical
students, and then to provide basic data to extend wholesome culture toward cadaver donation.
Methods: This study was conducted among 298 freshmen via questionnaire survey. The attitude
toward the cadaver donation questionnaire consisted of 12 items on a 5 Likert scale. Data were
collected before and after participation in cadaver dissection with the agreement of subjects. The
data were analyzed using SPSS version 24.0.

Results: This study showed that attitude toward cadaver donation was significantly different
according to gender (p=.027) and major (p=.035). The attitude score toward cadaver
donation was 3.45 points. The rate of positive intention toward cadaver donation before
participation in cadaver dissection was 46.5%. The rate of change of intention toward cadaver
donation after participation in cadaver dissection was 25.9%. Among 25.9% of subjects, the
intention of 56.3% was changed from positive to negative, and the intentions of 42.1%
changed from negative to positive.
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Conclusion: The results of this study the need to provide an educational program to improve

the understanding and knowledge toward cadaver donation before participation in cadaver

dissection among paramedical students.

Keywords: Cadaver donation, Attitude, Cadaver dissection, Intention, Paramedical students
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Table 1. General characteristics of the subjects (N=298)
Characteristics Division n %
Male 54 18.0
Gender
Female 244 82.0
Nursing
(Male: 13.1%, Female: 86.9%) 165 09.4
. Paramedic
Major (Male: 53.0%, Female: 47.0%) 60 20.1
Physical therapy
(Male: 25.7%, Female: 74.3%) 73 24.5
o Yes. 122 41.0
Religion
No. 176 59.0
Poor 16 5.3
Health status Moderate 123 41.4
Good 159 53.3
Existence of patient among immediate Y€S- 71 23.8
family No. 227 76.2
Implementation of cadaver donation Yes. 6 1.9
among immediate family No. 299 98.1

Table 2. Attitude toward cadaver donation according to general characteristics

Attitude
Characteristics Division t/F p Tukey
Mean SD
Male 3.56 0.55 2.216 .027
Gender
Female 3.43 0.50
Nursing® 3.46 0.52 3.373 035 ¢ <b
Major Paramedic” 3.61 0.53
Physical therapy® 3.33 0.46
o Yes. 3.46 0.52 0.301 .764
Religion
No. 3.45 0.51
Poor 3.40 0.56 2.859 .058
Health status Moderate 3.39 0.51
Good 3.51 0.50
Existence of patient among Yes. 3.53 0.55  1.882 .060
immediate family No. 3.43 0.50
Implementation of cadaver Yes. 3.25 0.36  —L190 .235
donation among immediate family N 3.46 0.52
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Table 3. Mean of each question in attitude toward cadaver donation
Attitude Mean SD
Cadaver donation does good to others. 4.03 0.75
Cadaver donation is an important thing. 4.01 0.76
Cadaver donation is a novel decision without reward. 3.87 0.92
The information on cadaver donation should be include more details and 378 0.83
should be introduced in school education. ’ ’
It is desirable that cadaver donation should be systematically 353 0.87
institutionalized at the national level. ’ ’
If it is possible, I am willing to donate my cadaver after death. 3.41 0.92
If the family are willing to donate their cadaver, I will do my best to help
. A 3.37 0.92
them contact professional organizations.
When I die, if my family receive a donation request, my family will be
3.28 0.92
uncomfortable and upset.
Cadaver donation is a good and positive choice for the family who have lost
their loved one, even if he or she didn't express opinion to donate the body 3.25 0.93
during his or her lifetime.
Even after death, I wish for my body to remain intact and not to be
. . . ) . 3.11 0.90
subjected to dissecting or show the signs of surgical scars.
If I donate my cadaver to professional organizations when I die, my family 997 0.87
will be comforted by this act of generosity. ’ ’
Cadaver donation will help the family of the dead to overcome the sadness
) 2.79 0.89
of losing a loved one.
Total 3.45 0.51
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Table 4. Intention toward cadaver donation before participation in cadaver dissection

(N=298)
Intention N %
Positive 138 46.5
Neutral 111 37.2
Negative 49 16.3
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Table 5. Changes of intention toward cadaver donation after participation in cadaver

dissection (N=298)
Changes division N %
Yes. 77 25.9

Change of intention

No. 221 74.1
From positive to negative 43 56.3
From negative to positive 32 42.1
Direction of change From neutral to positive 1 0.8
(n=77) From negative to neutral 1 0.8
From positive to neutral 0 0.0
From neutral to negative 0 0.0

The Korean Journal of Emergency Medical Services Vol. 22(3)



B EAL fEhgEe] A7

o 3t Bfi=o} Tl s o] F ARRI7IS oJRke] Wt 97

Table 6. Reasons for changes of intention toward cadaver donation after participation in

cadaver dissection

(N=77")

Direction of change

Reason

Because of fear to body damage

From positive to negative
(n=43) time

Because cadaver injected fixatives keep in cold place for a long

Because of lacking of respect atmosphere for cadaver

Because of being educationally many helpful to participate in
cadaver dissection

From negative to positive

(n=32) donation

Because of getting to know value and importance of cadaver

Because of wanting to emulate the noble spirit of cadaver donor

Because of being helpful even if I die

“including ‘from neutral to positive(1)’ and ‘from negative to neutral(1)’
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