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William Faulkner’s Requiem for a Nun: Temple’s Moral Growth
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Abstract The purpose of this study is to reconsider whether Temple in William Faulkner’s Requiem for a Nun has
grown morally. Temple in Sanctuary, the previous work was raped with a corn cob by Popeye and perjured in the
court, resulting in Lee Goodwin’s brutal death. Now she is now a mother of two children and a wife of Gowan
Stevens, but she cannot get out of the past and tries to run away with Pete, Red’s brother, but she was resisted
by Nancy Mannigoe, a nanny. Nancy tries to stop Temple sacrificing herself and Temple’s baby. When confronting
Nancy who accepted her death sentence without hesitation, Temple realized her past guilt which never fades out.
A lapse of 20 years between Sanctuary and Requiem provides Temple and author himself opportunities for spiritual
and moral growth in spite of painful realization that the past is never past. On the other hand, Faulkner tells the
history and the past of Jefferson elaborating the description of the courthouse and the jail. Both are correlated in
thematic perspective, the former representing humanity’s need for security, the latter the opposite impulse toward
aggression and destruction. but together represent the presentness of the past and the fluidity of time.
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“Your Honor and gentlemen, you have listened to this
horrible, this unbelievable, story which this young girl
has told; you have seen the evidence and heard the
doctor’s testimony : I shall no longer subject this ruined,

defenseless child to the agony of-" (228-29)(Italics

mine)
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She went on like that, in one of those bright, chatty
monologues which women can carry on when they
realise that they have the center of the stage; suddenly
Horace realised that she was recounting the experience
with actual pride, a sort of naive and impersonal vanity
as though she were making it up.(171)
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Temple yawned behind her hand, then she took out a
compact and opened it upon a face in miniature sullen
and discontented and sad. Beside her her father sat, his
hands crossed on the head of his stick, the rigid bar of
his moustache beaded with moisture like frosted silver.
She closed the compact. and on into the sky lying prone
and vanquished in the embrace of the season of rain and
death. (250)
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If it was indeed Bergson who taught Faulkner to be
aware of the limitations of pure ratiocination, to trust
the heart, to believe in man’s potentialities for growth
and improvement, and to see that time as humanly
experienced was an unbroken stream flowing out of the
depths of his past and moving with a forward surge
into a yet unexperienced future—then his debt to
Bergson was indeed large.(257)
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But above all, the courthouse : the centre, the focus, the
hub; sitting looming in the centre of the county’s
circumference like a single cloud in its ring of horizon,
laying its vast shadow to the uttermost rim of horizon;
musing, brooding, symbolic and ponderable, tall as
protector of the
weak, judiciate and curb of the passions and lusts,

cloud, solid as rock, dominating all :

repository and guardian of the aspirations and the
hopes.(38)
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-Until the clock strikes again which even after a
hundred years, they still seem unable to get used to,
bursting in one swirling explosion out of the belfry as
though the hour, instead of merely adding one puny
infinitesimal more to the long weary increment since
Genesis, had shattered the virgin pristine air with the
first loud ding-dong of time and doom.(44)
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Judge : Have you anything to say before the sentence
of the court is pronounced upon you? That you, Nancy
Mannigoe, did on the ninth day of September, willfully
and with malice aforethought kill and murder the infant
child of Mr and Mrs gowan Stevens. on the thirteenth
day of March be hanged by the neck until you are dead.
And may God have mercy on your soul.

Nancy : Yes, Lord. (46-7)
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