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A Study on Space in the Moveis of Hirokazu Koreeda
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Abstract

Classical film narrative fails to reflect the increasing complexity of modern society. In this era of
film narrative crisis Hirokazu Koreeda presents a new solution. The director puts an emphasis on
neutral valuation over subject matter rather than empathy of audiences which leads to a biased point
of view. Thus Hirokazu Koreeda choose space over story as a critical narrative enabler.

Two qualitatively opposite spaces are presented and the boundary space of the two are set as

a main background where the valuation over the spaces waves up and down. Audiences who get
accustomed to a one-sided value judgement led by storytelling can be neutralized by pendulum
movement of valuation. The specific methods of using space as a main tool of value
neutralization have changed through the director’s filmography. Space had been thoroughly
designed through the storyboard in early works. Later the director let audiences experience the

spaces to evoke a sense of place.
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