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Abstract This study was conducted to understand and describe Korean nurses’ perception of person-centered care
for elderly patients in long-term care hospitals. Qualitative data were collected through four focus group interviews
consisting of 21 nurses working in four long-term care hospitals in Jeolla and Gyeongsang provinces. Participants
completed interviews from July 19 to 30, 2018. All interviews were recorded, transcribed, and analyzed by employing
the thematic analysis method. Six main themes for the attributes of person-centered care for elderly patients in the
long-term care hospitals were conceptualized: respecting individual needs, walking to the end, supporting hidden
dreams, becoming a family partner, helping patients live like they are at home, and changing culture. Person-centered
care perceived by nurses was conducted to provide individualized nursing according to elderly’s preferences and help
them discover the value and meaning of life through various activity programs. Nurses also recognized
person-centered care to maintain cooperative relationships with their family members and share their decision-making
process, as well as to form a physical environment and organizational culture that respects the rights and autonomy
of the elderly. Based on the results of this study, it is necessary to identify the diverse needs of the elderly and
develop nursing intervention programs based on person-centered care.
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