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The Relationships between the Perception of Biomedical Ethics and Nursing Ethics in

Nursing Students

Cha, NamHyun

Professor, Department of Nursing, College of Natural Science, Andong National University, Korea

Purpose: This study identifies the relationships between the perception of nursing ethics and biomedical ethics in Korean nursing
students. Methods: A total of 311 participants with a mean of 20.93 years were recruited using a convenient sampling method. Data
were collected using a self-reported questionnaire from May 2 to May 16, 2016. Results: Biomedical ethics were significantly different
according to education of ethics. Nursing ethics among nursing students were significantly different according to gender and a view
of the occupation. Positive correlations were found between the perception of biomedical ethics and nursing ethics. The perception
of biomedical ethics was a significant predictor of nursing ethics with an explanatory power of 16.0% of the variance. Conclusion:
The findings of this study may provide a basic data to understand the biomedical ethics among Korean nursing students.
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Table 1. Scores of the Perception of Biomedical and Nursing Ethics

329104471 08 7P =SQIaL eljof ZIek 305:0427, o] AT (N=311)
Y 299+0427, A7HIHF3 2.98+0437, WA} 29240427, Q-F
QAR 28310397, Q1ELA 270:025%, A7] oAl 2674042 Characteristics M=+SD Range
A ok} 255:04740] Zrololck AlTO) o] Bat 2 Hort Biomedical ethics 1432141227
Average 3.1440.33
7P =2 B oR] RARO R SAGE Aok AAIH o R Right to life of fetus 2.990.42
A= S AR 4 glouR oRlES S T Artificial abortion 2.8340.39
Z|&Zaj|of tH3.60+0.577), QlEUAIZAL Az AP lol= Artificial insemination 2.7040.25
oluElRgF JE2o]| os} 0lAl Abno] A O = E2] A Prenatal diagnosis of fetus 3.05+0.42 1~4
oo oE 2+ QJrk346:059%), HIE 7]HE AR ofE Right to‘\ife of newborn 3294044
Euthanasia 2554047
7h 228 kg Rke] wissote] ekt HadS Tl A|=st Organ transplantation 2674042
ofof BHtH3.55+0.627]), ARSl= Hjohe] s A= Ko Brain death 2924042
oF 31tK3.46+0.587) <=0|QaL, A7t 7P e Bkl Xy F Human biotechnology 298043
o] A AWL 71411 oy ool 22 Yujasi A Nursing ethics 62.8746.50 =5
o] gkt AR 700818, HH5H] A7 Bjob Qlgh e S
M=mean; SD=standard deviation
Table 2. Differences in Perception of Biomedical and Nursing Ethics (N=311)
o ) Biomedical ethics Nursing ethics
Characteristics Categories n (%)
Mz+SD torfF (9 M=+SD torF (0 M+SD
Age (yr) 20.93+4.82
Gender Male 47 (15.1)  14437£13.74 063 74.4549.65 261
Female 264 (84.9) 142.99+11.99 (.500) 75.98+8.52 (:009)
Grade 1~2 229 (73.6) 143.27+13.05 0.17 60.6246.53 032
3~4 82 (264) 142.96+8.64 (.867) 63.29+6.42 (.745)
Religion Buddhism 63 (203)  143.92+11.10 0.40 62.50+6.56 1.63
Protestantism 63 (20.3)  141.85+13.15 (751) 62.7246.16 (167)
Catholic 26 (83) 143.92+11.10 63.2245.15
None 159 (51.1) 143.24+12.20 62.9146.74
Economic status Live in affluence 34 (10.8) 139.89+12.40 1.26 63.91+7.32 0.88
Live in average 227 (73.2) 143.79+12.92 (.289) 62.88+6.60 (423)
Live in bad 50 (16.0) 142.84+8.97 61.94+5.55
View of the Best profession 7 (24) 144.13+£12.68 0.52 63.8146.76° 3.54
occupation Full-time job 21 (6.8) 142.76+12.57 (667) 62.69+6.39 (022)
Part-time job 134 (43.0) 143.95+7.57 59.904591%°
Desire to change a job 149 (47.8) 135.50+7.78 66.00+4.00
Awareness of ethics  Know well 91 (29.2) 144.36+10.67 047 63.58+5.82 049
Average 216 (69.5) 142.84+12.91 (701) 62.58+6.80 (.689)
Do not know 4 (13) 139.3319.02 63.00+4.24
Education of ethics  Yes 274 (88.1) 143.92+12.18 342 62.92+6.70 0.05
No 37 (11.9) 1381241221 (031) 62.78+4.94 (.945)

M=mean; SD=standard deviation
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Table 3. Correlations among the Perception of Biomedical and Nursing Ethics (N=311)
Variables 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11
r(p r (o) r (o) r (o) r (o) r (o) r (o) r (o) r (o) r (o r (o)
1. Biomedical ethics 1
2. Right to life of fetus 77 1
(<.001)
3. Artificial abortion R 03 1
(.047) (.608)
4. Artificial insemination 37 22 20 1
(<.001)  (<.001) (.001)
5. Prenatal diagnosis of fetus 44 22 22 30 1
(<001)  (<001) (<.001) (<.001)
6. Right to life of newborn 80 22 15 24 46 1
(<001)  (<.001) (0171) (<.001)  (<.001)
7. Euthanasia 21 .10 A5 12 27 22 1
(<.001) (077) (.007) (.030) (<001)  (<.001)
8. Organ transplantation 22 15 18 15 38 18 41 1
(<.001) (.009) (.001) (011) (<.001) (.002) (.001)
9. Brain death 35 23 14 28 44 33 34 34 1
(<001) (<001)  (016)  (<001) (<001) (<001) (<001) (<.001)
10. Human biotechnology 34 20 26 28 A7 34 33 A7 43 1
(<001) (<001) (<.001) (<001) (<001) (<001) (<001) (<001) (<.001)
11. Nursing ethics 36 A3 22 16 21 .20 23 .26 a7 .26 1
(<.001) (.025) (<.001) (.005) (<001)  (<001) (<001) (<.0071) (.002) (<.001)
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Table 4. Effect of Perception of Biomedical Ethics on Nursing Ethics

(N=311)
Variables B SE B t p
Constant 91.09 5.19 17.54 <001
GenderT(U 251 105 14 239 018
View of an occupationiQ) 209 82 15 255 011
Biomed Right to life of fetus 027 019 09 1e5 .151
eﬁ'cs Artificial abortion 049 016 .18 303 003
Artificial insemination 026 015 .11 170 .085

Prenatal diagnosis of fetus 005 023 .02 023 .817
Right to life of newborn 004 021 01 0.19 .856

Euthanasia 006 004 11 256 011
Organ transplantation 047 027 12 170 .090
Brain death 002 022 .01 008 .942
Human biotechnology 010 016 .05 064 518

R® =19, Adj R* =16, F=5.55, p<.007
B=standardized estimates; B=standardized regression coefficients;
Ri=total explained variance; Dummy variables (Gender: male=0, female=1);
*Dummy variables (view of an occupation: best profession=0,
full-time job=1, part-time job=2, a desire to change the job=3)
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