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A study on the childhood cancer survivors’ perceived difficulties :
Focus group interview
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Abstract This is a qualitative research that was carried out to analyze the childhood cancer survivors’ perceived
difficulties using the result of focus group interviews. This study conducted interviews with 22 childhood cancer
survivors under follow-up management after cancer treatment at general hospitals in Korea. 22 persons were divided
into 3 groups, and interviews were carried out with each group for 80-100 minutes. As a result of the research, four
topic collections consisting of ‘Physical limitation’, ‘Influence of lasting childhood cancer’, ‘Difficulty in forming
relationships’ and ‘Lack of reliable information’ and seven subjects, which consist of ‘Lack of energy’, ‘Potential
late-effects’, ‘Fears about cancer recurrence’, ‘Negative social awareness’, ‘Difficulty in interacting with’, ‘Difficulty
in interacting with peers’, and ‘Difficulty in interacting with families’ were derived. Based on the findings of this
research, it is hoped that provides a basis for developing appropriate and effective services and programs for
childhood cancer survivors.
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Table 1. Characteristics of subjects
(N=22)
Characteristics N
Sex Male 16
Female 6
Employment Student 19
status Employed 3
Unemployed 2
Age Mean 21.9
Marital ~ status ~ Single 22
Married 0
Religion None 10
Christian 9
Catholic 3
Residence Metropolitan(Capital) area 20
Province 2
Type of Bone tumor 2
cancer Leukemia 9
Lymphoma 6
CNS tumor 2
Etc. 3
Treatment Chemotherapy 6
types Chemotherapy + Radiation 7
received Chemotherapy + Surgery 5
(Allo) Bone marrow transplant 1
Chemotherapy + Radiation 3
+ Surgery
Age of Mean 12.3
treatment
completion
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