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Objectives Since the health insurance coverage for traditional Korean medicine is very
low, some physicians and researcher have suggested that government’s institutional sup-
port is needed for korean medicine field, Therefore We examine the use of traditional medi-
cine and western medicine in Taiwan, which operates a similar health insurance system to
Korea,

Methods We selected several studies from Pubmed and NHIRD, that could be used to
numerically evaluate the use of traditional medicine, We reviewed the current status of
medical use in Taiwan and compare it with that of Korea,

Results Through a total of 87 studies, We found that 26.59% ~ 31% of Taiwanese use
Traditional medical institutions more than once a year, and the use of traditional medicine
has been increasing since 2000, In adults than children, in women than men, the use rate of
traditional medicine was high, Especially, herbal medicine was the most common inter-
vention, accounting for 70% of traditional medical care,

Conclusions The core of low insurance coverage for traditional Korean medicine is in
lack of coverage for herbal medicine, Taiwan’s case shows that the unmet demand for tra-
ditional Korean medicine of the Korean population can exist widely, (J Korean Med
Rehabil 2018;28(1):133-144)

Key words Traditional East Asia Medicine, Herbal Medicine, Acupuncture, Medical
Market, Health Insurance Coverage
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101)

102)

Key findings
In 2000~2009, 40.14% of newly diagnosed systemic lupus erythematosus patients used TEAM”

In 1997~2011, 14.28% of the patients visited the TEAM clinic for SLE treatment””

In 1997~2004, 64.9% of 45~55 year old women had experience using TEAM™
In 2002, 75.1% of patients diagnosed with menopausal syndrome had experience using TEAM””

In 2000~2011, 96.17% of patients diagnosed with infertility had experience using TEAM™
In 2000~2005, 45.46% of newly diagnosed chronic renal disease patients used TEAM”

In 1997 ~2008, 62.61% of newly diagnosed urolithiasis patients used TEAM'
In 2003~2008, 53.4% of newly diagnosed primary dysmenorrhea patients used TEAM

In 2002, 37163 (0.6% of the total TEAM users) osteoarthritis patients used TEAM™
In 1997~2008, 91.23% of newly diagnosed Sjogren's syndrome patients used TEAM™

In 2003~2009, 72.6% of osteoporosis patients used TEAM™”
Rheumatoid arthritis In 2001 ~2009, 27.28% of newly diagnosed rheumatoid arthritis patients used TEAM”
In 1998~2008, 90.82% of newly diagnosed endometriosis patients used TEAM

In 2001~2010, 4.97% of newly diagnosed fracture patients used TEAM'™
Traumatic brain injury In 2000~2008, 31.39% of the traumatic brain injury survivors received acupuncture treatment within 1 year after injury
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Fracture

Injury and poisoning (26.82%)

104)

105)

*In parentheses, frequency of use of TEAM for Western medicine use by ICD-9 disease classification. Extracted from Yuh-Hsiang Yeh et al
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