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Study on Factors Influencing the Disabled’ s Quality of Life: Focusing on
Comparison between Employed and Unemployed Disabled People
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to analyze how much demographic and disability-related
characteristics influence the quality of life that employed and unemployed disabled people, and
determine difference in the influence of those factors between the two disabled groups. For this
purpose, the study utilized 1st-year(2016) data from the 2nd wave of the Korean Panel Study
on Employment for the Disabled. The findings of this study can be summarized as follows. First,
employment is a critical factor that influences the disabled’s quality of life. Besides, there are
some financial, socio-relational and physical factors on which that quality is heavily dependent.
Second, employed disabled people’s quality of life is even more influenced by financial factors,
socio-relational factors and health state than demographic factors. Third, unemployed disabled
people’s quality of life is significantly influenced by some demographic factors like gender and
age and some physical factors like disability grade and disability period as well as by factors
found influencing employed disabled people’s quality of life. Thus, the two disabled groups are
different from each other in which factors influence their quality of life. Based on these findings,

this study made suggestions for the disabled’s better quality of life.
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