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A Study on Seolmunhaeja and Jeongyeokwonui’s Twelve Earthly branches.

Hong Jin-Im', Yun Chang-Yeol”

1Dept. of Medicine Classics, College of Korean Medicine, Deajeon University.

Objective : Ten heavenly stems and twelve earthly branches are the important means to understand the orders of
changes in heaven and earth. Method : We have so far looked into detailed explanations about twelve earthly
branches in Seolmunhaeja, annotations in Seolmun of four major people, and commentaries in Jeongyeokwonuli.
Result & Conclusion : This can be also applied to the explanations of twelve early branches, as follows. In the
11" month of the lunar calendar, the yang energy is finally born amid full of the ying energy. In the 12" month,
the yang energy prepares to break through the knots of the ying energy and gets ready to come out of the
ground. In the first month, three kinds of the yang energy start to become vigorous and active. In the second
month, the yang energy gains more force, sprouting various plants on the ground. In the third month, the yang
energy arouse further, strengthening and growing plants. In the fourth month, all the yang energy is released,
while the ying energy is still hiding. In the fifth month, one ying energy is born amid full of the yang energy, and
there are interchanges between the yang energy and the ying energy. In the sixth month, the yang energy is still
strong and vigorous, ripening the fruits in the fields. In the seventh month, the yang energy starts to hurt all
creation. In the eighth month, the ying energy starts to flourish, and the yang energy starts to decline, diminishing
all creation and, however, still ripening grains to be harvested. In the ninth month, one yang energy starts to hide
from sight, not working its duty, while five kinds of the ying energy start to annihilate all creation. Finally, in the
tenth month, the small yang energy hides to be rebirthed amid the flux and reflux of the ying-yang energy. The
creative and unique interpretation of Jeongyeokwonui about twelve earthly branches is worth to be referred. It is
definitely beyond the other existing explanations, as it incorporates trigrams and hexagrams from [ Ching (Book of

Changes) and the five primary substances.

Keywords : Twelve Earthly branches (+—3), Heavenly stems and Earthly branches (T3%), Seolmunhaeja (" Cfi#
¥1), Seolmun of four major people (FXVPUAZK), Jeongyeokwonui ("IF5)55%s)
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