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Analysis of U.S.—China Relations on The Korean Peninsula Military Puzzle
: Under Circumstance of NK's Nuclear, THAAD, US-ROK Alliance

Jeongmin Woo*

ABSTRACT

The U.S.-China Relations could be analyzed two perspectives and their basis under major international p
olitics theory—power transition with conditions: @ North Korean’s nuclear puzzle, @ THAAD in the Kor
ean Peninsula and @ the U.S.-ROK Alliance. One perspective is the global order dominates the regional
order, and then stable regional order comes out. The other is the regional order dominates the global ord
er, and China wages a regional hegemonic conflict against the United States. Consequently, America’s o
verwhelming leadership in North Korean's nuclear, THAAD and U.S.-ROK Alliance as national power is
expected to endure. But China also has expected empowerment and cooperation for the peace and stabilit
y on the Korean Peninsula military problems. In this perspective, South Korea needs to pay attention to
the changing power distribution and competition between the U.S. and China and needs to strengthen a

balancing and harmonious diplomatic strategy, so called ‘see-saw diplomacy’

Key words : Trump Administration, U.S.-China Relations, North Korean's nuclear, THAAD, U.S.-ROK
Alliance, Power Transition
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