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ABSTRACT

Objectives: Rapid economic growth and industrial development in South Korea have
led to a great change in dietary patterns, and the use of convenience foods has
continuously increased. This study was performed to evaluate the energy and nutrient
contents of convenience foods at convenience stores near the universities as a meal.

Methods: Data was collected by visiting 22 convenience stores near some universities
in Chungbuk and Seoul and by checking nutrition labels on convenience foods at the
stores. Data of a total of 338 food items were collected, and divided into five groups
according to the food categories; rice products (n=156), noodles (n=101), burger/
sandwiches (n=62), Tteokbokkis (n=11), and dumplings (n=8). Further, rice products,
noodles, and burger/sandwiches were divided into subcategories.

Results: The proportion of calories from carbohydrates was high in the rice products
and tteokbokki, while the rate of calories from fat was high in burger/sandwiches and
dumplings. Among the rice products, the proportion of carbohydrate calories was high
in a one-dish food, rice with soup, and triangular kimbap, while the proportion of
calories from fat in lunch boxes was high. In the noodles category, ramyeon and
spaghetti had a high percentage of fat calories, while udong had a high percentage of
carbohydrate calories. The ratio of the calorie content in relation to the KDRIs for
adults aged 19-29 years, lunch boxes provided about 1/3 of daily required energy.
However, the amount of calories as one meal was not enough for other types of rice
products except for lunch boxes. Ramyeon was high in calories, fat, and sodium, but
low in protein content. The burger/sandwiches had a high percentage of fat and sodium.

Conclusions: Our results showed several nutritional limitations of convenience meals in
convenience stores according to the type of food. Therefore, college students should
limit excessive intake of convenience meals on a regular basis in order to avoid
unhealthy food intake patterns. Our results demonstrate the need for educating college
students with regard to checking nutrition labels when choosing convenience meals in
order to facilitate the selection of food items that contribute to a balanced diet.
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Table 4. Nutriional evaluation of burgers/sandwiches according to the sub-categories

Burgers (n=23) Sandwiches (n=39) P value
Energy and nutrient contents
One serving size (Q) 193.7 £ 921 163.9 £ 26.2 NS
Energy (kcal) 457.1 £ 1299 4052 £ 111.0 NS
Energy density (kcal/100 Q) 2493 + 257 2465 £ 459 NS
Carbohydrates () 38.7 £ 182 41.0+ 107 NS
Sugars (Q) 74+t 55 7.1+ 40 NS
Protein () 167 £ 4.6° 115+ 51° 0.0002
Fat (9) 241 £ 85 208 £ 65 NS
Saturated faf (g) 52+ 3.1 57+ 38 NS
Trans fat (Q) 03+ 07 01+ 02 NS
Cholesterol (mg) 31.4 £ 269 528 £+ 535 NS
Sodium(mg) 881.9 £ 333.0° 666.1 = 201.6° 0.0023
Energy and nutrient ratios of convenience meals fo DRI for Korean adults
Percent of energy intake fo EER for male" (%) 176 £ 50 156 £ 4.3 NS
Percent of energy intake to EER for female? (%) 218+t 6.2 193+ 53 NS
Percent of protein intake to RNI for male® (%) 256 £ 7.0° 17.7 £ 7.9° 0.0002
Percent of protein intake to RNI for female® (%) 303+ 83° 209 + 9.3° 0.0002
Percent of cholesterol intake to AMDR of DRIP (%) 106+ 90 176 £ 178 NS
Percent of sodium intake to goal of DRI¥ (%) 441 £ 16.6° 333 £ 100° 0.0023
Calorie ratio derived from nutrients
Carbohydrates (%) 360+ 11.3 1.6+ 70 NS
Sugars (%) 66 45 75+ 45 NS
Protfein (%) 154 £ 2.4° 116+ 41° 0.0001
Fat (%) 49.6 £ 105 468 £ 8.2 NS
Saturated fat (%) 109 £ 546 133+ 85 NS
Trans fat (%) 06+ 1.8 04+ 17 NS
1) 2,600 kcal
2) 2,100 kecal
3) 65 ¢g
4) 55 g
5) 300 mg
6) 2,000 mg
7) Mean £ SD

abc: Values with different superscripts within each row are significantly different at p=0.05 by Duncan’s multiple range test.
*% p<0.01, *** p<0.001 by ANOVA
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