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A Study on the Expansion of Cultural Contents
through the Case of Sherlock Holmes

Young-june Lim*, Young-suk Lee"

ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to contribute to the development of a source of cultural contents by

proposing extension possibility of cultural contents based on an original source. To this end, this article
examined an aspect of Sherlock Holmes contents based on the novel "Sherlock Holmes” published in
1887. It has been produced as 217 different contents from 1899 to 2017 after publishing the novel Sherlock
Holmes, and consequently, it has become the best material for the study of the expansion of contents.

As a research method, we examined the concept of Transmedia with the change of media environment.
Next, we examined the production method of "Sherlock Holmes” contents, analyzed the transformation
factors according to each media, and presented the expansion of contents through "Sherlock Holmes”

contents.
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Table 1. Changes in the media environment

Classification Feature

= Advantage of information accessibility
Media 1.0 =  Unidirectional structure that transmits unilaterally to readers
= The reader is in the form of a passive reader called Mass

= Transformed into the form of portal services
Media 1.5 = The Internet has settled in the form of primary information gathering.
= Increase the impact of portals based on search services

= The emergence of social media in the emergence of Web 2.0

= Revitalization of the UCC as a media platform of Web 2.0 based on "participation,
sharing, and opening”

= Enable social media communication through participation and sharing

= Interactive interactive media

Media 2.0
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Table 2. Classify types of Sherlock Holmes contents
adapted

No Broad categories

1 = New Sherlock Holmes stories

=  Stories in which Holmes appears in a
cameo role

= Stories about imagined descendants of
3 Sherlock Holmes

= Stories inspired by Sherlock Holmes but
which do not include Holmes himself.
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Table 3. Expansion of Sherlock Holmes by each year

Released year

Genre Pcs. First Last

year year

Full-length novel 3 1887 1915

A short story 4 1892 1917

Radio 16 1922 1999

Stage 5 1965 2017

Movie 98 1902 2015

TV drama 55 1951 2017

Animation 6 1983 2010

Game(pc, video) 29 1987 2016

Comic book 8 2010 2013
Total 224
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Table 4, Expansion of Sherlock Holmes by create method

Before2000 After2000
Genre

O A (0] A P

Stage 1 6 3 0 1 5
Radio 1 2 2 0 0 0
Movie 5 38 34 6 3 12
TV drama| 17 15 4 0 11 8
Animation 2 0 2 0 0 2
Game 0 11 0 0 18
Comic book| 0 1 1 0 2 4
Total 26 62 57 6 17 49
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