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that Unicode has been established as an international standard in both name and reality, there has been

an insistence that the use of Hangeul identifiers should be avoided. This study surveyed the students for
the reasons why they prefer to use English identifiers and for the notations that can substitute the function
of English capital letters in using Hangeul identifiers. Then, we discussed the vanity of argument that the
use of English identifiers is a global trend, and proposed two notations for the use of Korean identifiers.
In order to improve the productivity of software, programmer’s job satisfaction, and the ease of

maintenance, the use of Hangeul identifiers should become rapidly common.
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<Table 1> Naming convention in Java

@ An identifier is an unlimited-length sequence of Unicode letters and
digits.

@ An identifier begins with a letter, ‘$, * . The convention is to avoid
beginning with ‘$’ or

(3 Subsequent characters may be letters, digits, ‘$, *, including
Hangeul and Chinese characters.

@ Use full words instead of cryptic abbreviations.

919] Java AEA PRWS W Zeegeld

o A< a4 ANt TR adest Holg ALE

sol 4uAE WE 5 9 3 FReHI6L 12w A8
A

(<3}
PR
}%% A Ots}z AT ol A

=
1=
U=

3.1 AEZAF

<Table 2> Surveyee distribution

Grade 2 3 4 Total
# of Students 31 31 26 88
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<Table 3> I know that Hangeul can be used as an
identifier in programming languages that
support Unicode such as JAVA, C, C ++,
and Visual Basic.

Strongly f Strongly
agree Agree Neutral Disagree disagree
33.0% 37.5% 23.9% 34% 2.3%
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<Table 4> If you are using English as an identifier, why?

Reason %

1) Because Hangeul can cause technical problems such 21

as compatibility .
2) Because English identifiers are usually used in

) 284

programming textbooks
3) To meet the Internationalization era 25.0
4) the others 10.2

5) Because an professor taught me to use English 1.1
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<Table 5> The following English identifier program is
naturally understood.

public class CompoundInterestMain {
public static void main(String[] args) {
int principal, period;

double interestRate, amount;

principal = 100;

period = 12;

mterestRate = 0.05; // 5%

amount = principal * (Math.pow(1 + interestRate),

period));
}System.out.pﬁntf(”Amounti %.1f", amount);

)

Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly
agree disagree
33.0% 37.5% 23.9% 3.4% 2.3%

<Table 6> The following Hangeul identifier program is
naturally understood.

public class %2]_Main {

public static void main(String[] args) {
int ¥+, 717k

double °]%, BEETH

A5 = 100;
713k = 12
ol = 005 // 5%

AT = AT = Math.powt (1 + ©] &),
System.outprintf(" A2 A %117, L=I3HD;

Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly
agree disagree
33.0% 37.5% 23.9% 3.4% 2.3%
<Table 5>} <Table 6>& LE|FAZ Fol= T2
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<Table 7> Hangeul identifiers are easier to write and
read than English’s.

Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly
agree disagree
33.0% 37.5% 23.9% 3.4% 2.3%

<Table 8> Hangeul identifiers are desirable in many ways
if it does not cause technical problems.

Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly
agree disagree
33.0% 37.5% 23.9% 3.4% 2.3%
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<Table 9> If words are consecutive but not a
compound noun, it is more readable to
connect them with "' in  Hangeul
identifier. ex) Yol &, FHu]_Zo]

Strongly Agree Neutral Disagree Strongly
agree disagree
33.0% 37.5% 23.9% 3.4% 2.3%
Jole i} glo] AMatel] myWidtheh 7o
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<Table 10> In English identifiers, the first letter of a
class name is capitalized as follows:
Student student = new Student(); What do
you prefer for this in Hangeul identifiers?

Notations Preference
1) &m$ stm = new st $(); 39.8%
2) $stw W = new $stu(); 36.4%
3) st st = new _stl(); 15.9%
4) 3u_ 3 = new 3l () 6.8%
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