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Critical Care Nursing Courses in Bachelor of Science in Nursing Programs :
Present and Future Directions
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Purpose : This study examined the status of critical care nursing education in bachelor of science in nursing
(BSN) to suggest future directions. Methods : The target of the survey was 185 BSN programs that were certified
by the Korean Accreditation Board of Nursing Education as of October 31, 2016. We structurally reviewed the
curriculums and the course syllabi. Results : Forty—eight courses of 42 BSN programs were analyzed. Only five
programs offered both theoretical and practical courses in critical care nursing; 22 offered theoretical courses and
26 offered practical courses. Most courses were offered as electives with 1 or 2 credits, and were taught by
faculty who were experts in adult health nursing. Conclusion: The results show that there is a quantitative
shortage of critical care nursing education in the curriculum of BSN programs in Korea. The lack of knowledge
and skills on critical care can lead to a burden of new intensive care unit nurses and is a threat to patients’
health. It is necessary to develop a practical and integrative curriculum for critical care nursing education.
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Table 1. General Characteristics of Nursing Schools
with Critical Care Nursing Curriculum for

Table 2. School Participants’ Characteristics related to
Critical Care Nursing

Bachelor's Degree (=142 Characteristics Categories n(%)
Characteristics Categories n(%) Theory 1=22)  Type of course
Ownership Public 7(16.7) Major required 2(9.D
Private 35(83.3) Major elective 20090.9)
Location Seoul 7(16.7) Lecture credits(hours)
Kyunggido 4( 9.5 1D 8(36.4)
Kangwondo & Jejudo 2( 4.8 22) 13(59.D
Chungchungdo 5(11.9) 33 1( 4.5
Kyungsangdo 11(26.2) Target learner
Jeollado 10(23.8) Junior 4(18.2)
Pusan 3(7.D) Senior 18(81.8)
Established year Before 2000 24(57.2) Type of teaching
of BSN 2001-2009 14(33.3) Alone 16(72.7)
after 2010 4( 9.5 Team teaching 4(18.2)
Type of nursing school Unknown 2(9.D
College Department 8(19.D Practicum (n=26) Type of course
(n=9) College of nursing 10 2.4 Major required 5(19.2)
University Department 19(45.2) Major elective 21(80.8)
(n=33) Division 4( 9.5) Practicum credits(hours)
College of nursing 10(23.8) 13 5(19.2)
Enrollments of <50 4( 9.5) 202) 1( 3.8
students 50-99 15(35.7) 20)* 6(23.1)
=100 23(54.8) 2(6) 14(53.9)
BSN = bachelor of science in nursing Target learner
Junior 3(1L.5)
Senior 23(88.5)
WE 7P BRI, 1& FEie = Aot 1671 Type of teaching
(72.7%)% 7P WAL, o2 % Bl 4x Alone 18(69.3)
(18.2%)= YERyich Team teaching 3(11.5)
Unknown 5(19.2)
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Table 3. Operation Status of Critical Care Nursing in Bachelor Programs

Specialty of Course Instructor

: . Adult health :
Curriculum subject (n) dult .eat Unknown Main contents
nursing
n n
Course title of theory (n=22) 1. Understanding regarding critically ill patients
. _ 2. Effective decision making through critical
Critical care nursing (n=19) 14 5 thinking
Critical care management (n=2) 2 3. Establishment of nursing process for ICU
patients
Emergency and critical care nursing (n=1) 1 4. Holistic approach
Course title of practicum (n=26) 1. Health assessment
Critical care parcticum (n=8) 3 5 2. Und(larstandingf ICU environments . .
. . _ 3. Application of nursing process in the care o
Adult health nursing practicum (n=17) ICU patients and families
ICU only (n=11) 5 4. Provision holistic care based on EBP
ICU & OR (n=2) 5. Identification ICU nurses’ role
ICU & surgical ward (n=3) 1 6. ;J;Iizrgsltcindmg building a multidiciplinary
ICU & ER (0=1) 1 7. Identification ethical issues and dillemma
Advanced critical care practicum (n=1) 1 8. Implementation theraputic communication skills
Total (n=48) 31 17

ICU = intensive care units; OR = operation rooms; ER = emergency rooms; EBP = evidence based practice
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