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An Analysis on Awareness of the Importance of Character Education, Character
Development Level and Needs for Character Education in Dental Hygiene
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the awareness of dental hygiene students on the
importance of character education, their level of character development and needs for that
education in an effort to provide information on how to ensure the efficiency of character
education. The subjects in this study were 180 selected dental hygiene students who took a
course in "college life and character.” After a survey was conducted, the collected data were
analyzed by a SPSS 23.0. The findings of the study were as follows:

First, as for awareness of the importance of character education, they placed the most
importance on the virtue of filial piety and attached the least importance to the virtue of courage.
Second, regarding awareness of the importance of character education by general characteristics,
what type of high school they graduated from and whether they were religious or not made no
differences to that, and there were differences according to academic year. Third, as to the
current level of character development, they were most excellent in etiquette and caring. Fourth,
the characteristics of the subjects made no differences to their current level of character
development. Fifth, in regard to correlation between awareness of the importance of character
education and the current level of character development, there was a positive correlation
between it and every item except faithfulness. Sixth, as a result of analyzing their needs for
character education, they gave top priority to moderation, followed by filial piety, faithfulness,
responsibility, courage, wisdom, law abiding, justice, etiquette, respect, cooperation and caring.
The results of this study should be used as basic data for character education.
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