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The Efficiency of ROK-U.S. Alliance in Order to Overcome
North Korea’s Nuclear Threats: Evaluations & Measures

Kim Yeon Jun’

ABSTRACT

Last January 2017, Donald Trump was inaugurated as the 45th president of the United States. He
actively claimed a priority for the United States, which is referred as America First, during his
presidential campaign. However, his political assertions turned out to be as Isolationist in terms of
foreign policy. It becomes a serious problem for South Korea because South Korea is solely dependent
on the U.S. “Extended Deterrence” of North Korea's nuclear threats. In other words, there will be a
higher likelihood for North Korea to misinterpret the relationship between South Korea and the U.S.
Due to his foreign policy, there is a possible provocation by North Korea.

Therefore, ROK-U.S. Alliance, the model of Asymmetry Alliance in order to prepare for North
Korea's nuclear provocation, will be evaluated through America’s perspective based on
“Autonomy-Security Trade-off Model”. For this purpose, this research will evaluate ROK-U.S. Alliance
with regards to a threat perception, policy coordination, and a value as an ally. Based on the
evaluation, it will deduce tactical implications of South Korea’s alliance.

Key words : ROK-U.S. Alliance, Asymmetry Alliance, Autonomy-Security Trade-off Model
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