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Abstract : The main purpose of this paper is to identify the spatiality of North Korea and China border
regions through investigating the exceptional characteristics of the regions with the concept of positional-
ity, which allows us to realize the relative position between subject and object. Border regions could be
identified appropriately by considering the concept of switching positionality, as it is a kind of multiple
space in which its sudden closure and opening should be configured in accordance with geopolitical and
geoeconomic changes centering around border line. The main arguments of this research concerned with
border regions with the concept of switching positionality are fallen into three. Firstly, changes in border
regions should be analyzed by investigating more broader contexts and conjunctural perspectives, and
even an internal condition stemmed from locality. Secondly, trajectories of border regions could be ana-

lyzed by the assemblages of various powers. Finally, the positionality of economic actors should be exam-
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ined by identifying dynamic relations between geoeconomics and geopolitics. In particular, the concept

of positionality has led to a number of insights into discussions on time-space, and spatiality in relational-

dialectical, socio-spatial, and power-topological perspectives. Based upon this concept of positionality,

the research has identified exceptional characteristics in North Korea and China border regions. It argues

that the exceptionality of the region has stemmed from the intersection between the unstability of geopo-

litical security and various geoeconomic benefits.

Key Words : spatiality, relational/dialectical ontology, North Korea-China border region, exceptional

space, positionality switch, topology
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