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In December of 2016, ‘The Forest Protection Act’ was amended partly in The National Assembly and the so-
called ‘Tree Doctor Act’ was promulgated. Tree Doctor Act will be enforced from June 28, 2018. Under the
new Act, none other than Tree Hospital’ can do disease and pest management work for trees in public living
space. The only exclusive qualification for tree hospital is a ‘Tree Doctor’, the government registered license
which is newly established by the Act. To become a tree doctor, he/she must complete the tree doctor train-
ing courses in the designated ‘Tree Doctor Academy’ and pass the qualification test. Currently, Korea Forest
Service is drafting the enforcement ordinances and regulations for the implement of Tree Doctor Act. When
taking into consideration that the most fundamental and important discipline of the plant and tree health
care is the plant pathology, and that the tree health care is a promising business for young plant pathology
people, Korean Society of Plant Pathology is ought to be actively involved in the preparation of the enforce-
ment ordinances and regulations, and help the early establishment of the new tree health care system in liv-
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ing spaces of Korea.
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Table 1. Tree diagnosis centers and public tree hospitals of Korea
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Type Institutions Established Year Localities

Chungbuk National University 2012 Chungbuk-do
Chungnam National University 2016 Chungnam-do
Jeonbuk National University 2013 Jeonbuk-do

Tree Diagnosis Center Kangwon Natior‘nal Univ<.ersity 2012 Kangwon-do
Kyungpook National University 2014 Kyungpook-do
Kyungsang National University 2013 Kyungnam-do
Seoul University 2012 Seoul city
Suncheon National University 2014 Jeonnam-do

National Tree Hospital National Institute of Forest Sciences 1998 Seoul city

Chungbuk Forest Environment Research Institute 1998 Chungbuk-do
Chungnam Research Institute of Forest Resources 1998 Chungnam-do
Gangwon Forest Science Research Institute 1998 Gangwon-do
Gyeongbuk Forest Environment Research Institute 1998 Gyeongbuk-do
Public Tree Hospital Gyeonggi Forest Environment Research Institute 1998 Gyeonggi-do
Gyeongnam Forest Environment Research Institute 1998 Gyeongnam-do
Halla-san Research Institute 2012 Jeju-do
Jeonbuk Forest Environment Research Institute 1998 Jeonbuk-do

Jeonnam Research Institute of Forest Resources 1998

Jeonnam-do
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Table 2. The number of private and profit-making tree hospitals
newly registered in Korea Forest Service

Year .New . Cumulative
registration numbers
up to 2007 57 57
2008 17 74
2009 18 92
2010 18 110
2011 19 129
2012 40 169
2013 57 226
2014 87 313
2015 92 405
2016 64 469

Table 3. Regional distribution of private and profit-making tree hospi-
tals in Korea (as of December, 2016)

.. The numbers of - The numbers of
Localities . Localities .
tree hospitals tree hospitals

Seoul 59 Chungbuk-do 14
Pusan 8 Chungnam-do 17
Daegu 6 Gangwon-do 16
Incheon 1 Gyeongbuk-do 17
Kwangju 8 Gyeonggi-do 158
Taejeon 12 Gyeongnam-do 22
Ulsan 13 Jeju-do 2
Sejong 1 Jeonbuk-do 18
- — Jeonnam-do 81
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