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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to examine the influence of social stigma on psychosocial
adjustment in out-of-school youth and the moderating effects of self-concept clarity on the
relationship between social stigma and psychosocial adjustment. The subjects in this study were
out-of-school youth who resided in the city of Busan, on whom a survey was conducted. The
findings of the study were as follows: First, social stigma was found to have exercised a
negative influence on self-concept clarity. Second, social stigma was found to have exercised a
negative influence on psychosocial adjustment. Third, self-concept clarity was found to have
exercised a negative influence on psychosocial adjustment. Fourth, self-concept clarity was found
to have had moderating effects on the relationship between social stigma and psychosocial
adjustment. This study is of significance in that it attempted to seek ways of improving the
psychosocial adjustment of out-of-school youth and urged offering counseling intervention
geared toward boosting self-concept clarity by analyzing the moderating effects of self-concept
clarity on the relationship between social stigma and psychosocial adjustment.
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