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Standard open procedures for resection of the first rib in thoracic outlet syndrome can prove to be quite difficult with
extensive incisions. A minimal invasive procedure can also be painstaking, but provides an attractive alternative to the
more radical open procedures. We report the details of the technique with direct video footage of the procedure per-
formed in a 41-year-old man with thoracic outlet syndrome done entirely by thoracoscopic methods. [ J Trauma Inj
2017; 30: 63-65 ]
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Fig. 1. Captured shot of the procedure showing the rib cut with
total thoracoscopic methods using a Kerrison bone punch.

Fig. 2. Chest 3D Computer tomographic scan showing the
removed first rib (arrows showing the extent of the
resection).

Fig. 3. Postoperative picture of the port wounds placed in his
axilla, areola margin, and in his 6th intercostal space
inferiorly.
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