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Abstract

This study aims to (1) investigate the main factors for the evaluation of port com-
petitiveness  through a literature review; (2) compare each terminal's competitiveness in
Busan and Shanghai ports using TOPSIS methodology; (3) determine how to improve
Busan port competitiveness, TOPSIS analysis of throughput shows that the terminals in
Shanghai (SMCT, SGICT) are competitive, Shanghai is ranked first in both the port
physical analysis (SMCT) and the financial one (SSICT). Total competitiveness analysis
shows that Shanghai terminals (SSICT, SMCT, and SGICT) are more competitive than
the ones in the Busan port. In this analysis, the SSICT ranks the top terminal in port
physical and financial categories, while the SMCT ranks the first terminal in terms of
throughput, The results of this study provide important policy implications for the Busan
port, whose international status as a transshipment port and international logistics hub has
lowered, and whose recent growth is slower than that of the competing international
ports.
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