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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Tempo Direction of Narrative Webtoons

-Focusing on <Myojinjeon>-

Kim, Seong-jae

This study has researched that tempo is an element influencing
the fun of narrative webtoon. In spite of many elements that could
create fun 1in narrative webtoon, the theory this study pays
attention to is the accumulation and solution of tension. Lee
Hyun-bee said in his book <Boundary of Fun> that the accumulation
and solution of tension would be the element creating fun. Tensions
of a story create the immersion by bringing readers into the story.
However, if such tensions are maintained throughout the whole story,
readers get insensitive to tensions, so that the accumulation and
solution of tension should be used in turn to maintain the
immersion.

One of the directions creating the accumulation and solution of
tension in narrative webtoon 1is the direction of tempo. When
creating a narrative webtoon with the full-length structure, it is
not easy to describe the whole incident from beginning to the end of
it in order of time. Therefore, it is inevitable to have differences
between story time and narrative time, and the difference of this
time is called 'tempo'. This tempo creates fun when readers are
immersed in the work, by adjusting breaths of the story in the
direction of narrative webtoon.

Such a role of tempo direction is based on the relation between
the occurrence of tempo direction and information of the story. The
information actually leading the story creates the accumulation and
relief of tension which is the essential element of fun formation
while tempo also maximizes the effects of accumulation and relief of
tension.

Tempo direction in narrative webtoons uses panels and gaps
between them. The scene direction using panels and gaps between them
considers tempo and dynamics because of the temporality of panels
and gaps between them. This paper analyzes the use of tempo
direction for narrative webtoon through the analysis on the 1st
episode of <Myojinjeon>. The significance of this study is to reveal
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that tempo direction is one of the factors creating fun in narrative
webtoons, and also to suggest the theoretical grounds for researches
on direction creating fun in the future.

Keywords: Narrative Webtoon, Tempo, Direction, Time, Tension,
Relief
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