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Reporting on Hallyu and Cultural Public Relations :
Analysis of News Frame on Hallyu in the German Media
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Abstract

This study examined how German newspapers and magazines report Korean mass culture,
specifically what content on Hallyu (Korean wave) was present and what news frames were
used. External characteristics, the content attributes, report trend, and news frames on Hallyu in
the German media were analyzed. According to the results, German media from 2009 to 2014
reported the least about Korean wave with only a total of 78 articles. The greatest amount of
articles occurred in 2012 when <Gangnam Style> by PSY was a global success. The most
common Korean wave articles focused on film and K-pop, but not drama. Hallyu news showed
mostly a positive trend. Additionally, a thematic frame was used. Content revealed that a
culturally interesting frame was most common. In order to improve the Korea image in Germany,
it is proposed that 'the mediated Culture PR’ be adapted to German media.
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