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Abstract

This study concerns whether the public spirit of medical services, which is the foundational
goal of national hospitals, is being realized. To derive results regarding this question, it is
necessary to identify the determinants that influence the choice of national hospitals. The data
are based on the number of cases of medical service use among the data for 6 years from 2008
to 2013 in the Korea Medical Panel, and the subjects were limited to those who were 18 years
old or older. In the final analysis, 14,365 cases of hospitalization service uses were employed. For
the research method, Andersen’s behavioral model theory was applied, and predisposing,
enabling, and individual factors were determined to be variables. Logistic regression analysis was
conducted to analyze the determinants of national hospital choice factors. It was found that the
rate of use of national hospitals was very low, with 5.23% for hospitalization services.
Furthermore, socioeconomically vulnerable people, such as the elderly, low-income people, the
national meritorious and medical care beneficiaries, chronic patients, and disabled patients are
more likely to choose national hospitals than private hospitals. Therefore, for the appropriate
management of medical service use for low-income vulnerable groups, it is necessary to discuss
the enhancement of primary medical care in national healthcare.
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