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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to explore in depth what is the identity of the community
foundation, how it operates, and what difficulties it faces. For this purpose, this study conducted
in-depth interviews with 5 practitioners working in community foundations.

The results of the study are as follows. First, it is important for the participants to identify
what their organizations are doing for the community rather than to distinguish them by their
legal status. Second, community foundations recognize fundraising as an important achievement
regardless of the type. Third, community foundations have experienced difficulties in raising
funds, establishing community foundation identity, relationship with other nonprofit
organizations in the area, citizen participation, organizational capacity and institutional instability.
Therefore, as a policy alternative for community foundations, this study suggested that the
establishment of identity and model of community foundation suited to Korean situation, the
enhancement of capacity as intermediate support organizations, and the administrative and
institutional support of government.
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