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Analysis of the 'Scandal' News Frame
: Based on the Social Construction of Reality
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Abstract

According to Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann, people do not live understanding the
objective existence, but live defining the reality that is socially constructed. This study analyzed
the frame of news report dealing with public figures to inquire into the following subjects: Which
group is defined as a public figure? Which role and obligation are required for a public figure?
Which standard can be set to judge right and wrong of behavior of a public figure? The research
result shows that the press mentioned with most frequency politicians and broadcasting-related
people as public figures. In case of politicians, the press focuses most on scandals related to their
duties and qualities, while in case of broadcasting-related people, the press focuses most on

scandals relevant to ethical problems.
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