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The Relationship between General Programming TV’'s News Ratings and the Vote
Shares of Conservative Parties
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Abstract

Television viewing affects viewers' attitudes and opinions on their political issues. Since the
beginning of General Programming TV services in 2011, they are criticized of their politically
biased programming. In order to investigate the effect of General Programming TV on voters’
behavior, we analyzed whether or not there is a change in the voting behavior of the
conservative parties among the areas with high and low TV ratings of general programming TV.
Based on the result of 18th presidential election in December 2012, we could not find any
difference in voting behavior on the Saenuri party among the areas with high and low ratings
of general programming TV channels. However, in the 6th provincial election in June 2014, while
the voting shares of the Saenuri party were higher in the areas with high ratings of TV Chosun,
Channel A, and JTBC than in those areas with low ratings.
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