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Korean Media Partisanship in the Report
on THAAD Rumor
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This study stereotyped the media on the basis of ideological inclinations and media types
and explored the news coverage through word analysis, network analysis, and frame
analysis. There was no difference between conservative media and progressive media in
terms of the amount of news. The conservative mainstream media considered the
THAAD rumor as an unnecessary misunderstanding and a rumor based conflict of the
south-south. The progressive mainstream media mentioned much about Hwang Gyoan,
external influences, and lies and highlighted the government’s opinion that there was
external influence that spread a vicious rumor. Conservative media mentioned on the
bringing about social disturbance and in case of progressive media mentioned social
disturbance, and progressive media mentioned the responsibility of government and the
attitude of conservative media about the diffusion of the rumor. In conclusion the press
framed the THAAD rumor on the basis of their ideological inclinations instead of the role
of journalist.

KEYW ORDS rumor, partisanship. mainstream media, Internet media, network
analysis, frame analysis



