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Could Cable Local Channels Be an
Alternative to Strengthen Broadcast
Locality?

Exploring the Possibility of Linking Local Terrestrial and
Cable Local Channels

Jaeyoung Kim
Professor, Dept. of Communication, Chungnam National University

This study explores the possibility of maximizing locality through synergy between local
terrestrial broadcasters and cable local channels. To this end, it examines the significance
of the concept of locality in the changing environment represented by the 4th Industrial
Revolution. It also analyzes the existing situation of broadcasting locality and the terrain
of existing studies concerning cable local channels. Based on the reviews, the study
searches for the connection points between local terrestrial and cable channels, which
are still heterogeneous operators. The difference in the size of broadcast region and the
programming time constitutes the optimum condition. As a result of this, the study
discusses the issue of appropriateness and feasibility of bundling the local terrestrial and
pay-TV channels in the same legal system. By doing so, it reveals the biggest obstacle in
institutionalizing the cable channel into the public category is the emotional rejection
towards cable TV. In order to overcome this problem, the study suggests to abolish both
the current policy guideline characterized as the same service, same regulation principle
and the abolition of local business right of cable TV. It also proposes to allow news
commentary function of cable local channels and strengthen cable TV’s own capabilities.

KEYW ORDS |ocality, cable local channel, local terrestrial broadcasting, special act on
supporting local broadcast development



