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ABSTRACT

Objectives: This study was performed to provide a reference base to establish foundation for education
about dental hygienist-related medical law and introduction of the system. Methods: A survey was conducted
on 210 dental hygienists working at a dental clinic/ hospital in Jeollado. Data were analysed through
chi-square test, one-way ANOVA, independent t-test, and Pearson’s correlation analysis using SPSS 21.0
program. The study instruments included general characteristics of the subjects, knowledge on laws related
to dental hygiene, attitude towards dental hygienist-related medical laws, level of understanding of medical
related laws, and medical dispute educational hours. Results: The knowledge of dental hygienist-related
medical law was high in dental hygienists aged 25 years and younger and with less than 3 years of clinical
experience (p<0.05). The attitude towards the law was low in age of younger than 25 years, a three year
college degree, a job position as a staff member, more than 5 years of work experience at present work
place, and less than 3 years of clinical experience (p<0.05). Understanding of medical related laws was high
in clinical staff members and with less than 3 years of clinical experience (p<0.05). Educational needs for
medical dispute prevention was high in a job position as a staff member, low level of attitude towards dental
hygienist-related medical law, and no attainment of education on medical dispute (p<0.05). Conclusions:
The above results demonstrate that education and public relations about laws related with dental hygiene
practice are essential. It is imperative to establish a systematic and bureaucratic legal system to prevent
dental malpractice.
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Th<Table 1>
Table 1. General characteristics of the subjects Unit: N (%) (N=210)
Characteristics Division N %
Age (year) <25 93 443
26-30 67 31.9
=31 50 23.8
Academic background College graduate 165 78.6
University over 45 214
Job position Clinical staff 150 71.4
Team manager 60 28.6
Work experience at present work place <l year 26 12.4
>1-<3 year 57 27.1
=3-<5 year 40 19.0
=5 years 87 414
Total clinical experience <3 year 68 324
23-<6 year 53 252
26-<9 year 42 20.0
=9 years 47 224
Total 210 100.0

2, LY S/H0)| hE 2|2l oigt 2|4 2 =

Q2] S Aol mh2 XSl diek AL Aol 254] ol5h w9k, 314] oAl u,
26-304] .02 WobA §olat oI} T (p<0.05), F WS 31 v]gtel ) =7 zo}
Fol Zol7t AgiFH(p<0.05).

AT Thet Bt 2917k AR AH v st Hek(p<0.05), A 254 o]t
o, stele ARSI W, @ A% 257320] syl o]l uf s} wot foldk Hol} glgick

(p<0.05)<Table 2>.
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Table 2. Knowledge and attitude about dental hygiene related laws according to general characteristics
Unit: N (%) (N=210)

Knowledge Attitude
Characteristics  Division Total p* Total p*
Low High Low High
Age <25 30 (32.3) 63 (67.7) 93 (100.0)  0.045 74 (79.6) 19 (20.4) 93 (100.0) 0.018
26-30 28 (41.8)  39(582) 67 (100.0) 42 (627)  25(373) 67 (100.0)
>31 10 (20.0) 40 (80.0) 50 (100.0) 30 (60.0) 20 (37.3) 50 (100.0)
Education College graduate 53 (32.1) 112 (67.9) 165 (100.0)  0.505 120 (72.7) 45 (27.3) 165 (100.0) 0.042
University over 15 (33.3) 30 (66.7) 45 (100.0) 26 (57.8) 19 (42.2) 45 (100.0)
Job position Clinical staff 49 (32.7) 101 (67.3) 150 (100.0) 0.513 116 (77.3) 34 (22.7) 150 (100.0) <0.001
Team manager 19 (31.7)  41(683) 60 (100.0) 30 (50.0) 30 (50.0) 60 (100.0)
Work <1 year 6 (23.1) 20 (76.9) 26 (100.0) 0371 22 (84.6) 4 (15.4) 26 (100.0)  0.051
experienceat >3 year 21 (36.8) 36 (63.2) 57 (100.0) 44(772)  13(228) 57 (100.0)
present work
place >3-<5 year 16 (40.0) 24 (60.0) 40 (100.0) 23 (57.5) 17 (42.5) 40 (100.0)
=5 years 25 (28.7) 62 (71.3) 87 (100.0) 57 (65.5) 30 (34.5) 87 (100.0)
Total clinical <3 year 20 (29.4) 48 (70.6) 68 (100.0) 0.009  52(76.5) 16 (23.5) 68 (100.0) 0.102
experience >3-<6 year 19 (35.8) 34 (64.2) 53 (100.0) 38 (71.7) 15 (28.3) 53 (100.0)
>6-<9 year 21 (50.0) 21 (50.0) 42 (100.0) 30 (71.4)  12(286) 42 (100.0)
>9 years 8 (17.0) 39 (83.0) 47 (100.0) 26 (55.3) 21 (44.7) 47 (100.0)

*by chi-square test

3. LY S/40]| hE 2| =200 Ciigt ofsi=

Aura EAJof| mh2 o]z Aol thigh ooliiei= A= o] 254]] ostollA], ot ARl A. &
gejo] 513 o ol ik, T 19} HEAE vy} 94 o wjEch ofswrt
w0171, & elabAE o] 34 mjakel ) o] a7} =9k, 9 o]Akel ), 3-6\d u]utel ), 6-91d u]ut

1

it o
d mf =0 2 Wrobx] ek T frofet 2fol7t 21t (p<0.05)<Table 3>.

Table 3. Understanding of medical relation laws according to general characteristics
Unit: N (%) (N=210)

Understanding
Characteristics Division Total p*
Low High
Age <25 20 (21.5) 73 (78.5) 93 (100.0) 0.069
26-30 16 (23.9) 51(76.1) 67 (100.0)
=31 4(8.0) 46 (92.0) 50 (100.0)
Education College graduate 33 (20.0) 132 (80.0) 165 (100.0) 0.331
University over 7(15.6) 38 (84.4) 45 (100.0)
Job position Clinical staff 36 (24.0) 114 (76.0) 150 (100.0) 0.002
Team manager 4(6.7) 56 (93.3) 60 (100.0)
Work experience at <I year 7(26.9) 19 (73.1) 26 (100.0) 0.720
present work place >1-<3 year 10 (17.5) 47 (82.5) 57 (100.0)
>3-<5 year 8(20.0) 32(80.0) 40 (100.0)
=5 years 15(17.2) 72 (82.8) 87 (100.0)
Total clinical <3 year 15(22.1) 53(77.9) 68 (100.0) 0.028
experience >3-<6 year 14 (26.4) 39(73.6) 53 (100.0)
>6-<9 year 9(21.4) 33(78.6) 42 (100.0)
29 years 2(43) 45(95.7) 47 (100.0)

*by chi-square test
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Table 4. Current status of educational needs for medical dispute prevention (N=210)
Characteristics Division Mean+SD t/F p*
Age <25 1.80+0.685 2.213 0.112

26-30 1.58+0.655
=31 1.64+0.631
Education College graduate 1.73£0.684 2.361 0.126
University over 1.56+0.586
Job position Clinical staff 1.78+0.674 9.870 0.002
Team manager 1.47+0.596
Work experience at present work place <l year 1.81£0.749 0.918 0.433
>1-<3 year 1.70+0.731
>3-<5 year 1.78+0.620
=5 years 1.61+0.617
Total clinical experience <3 year 1.74+0.704 1.453 0.229
23-<6 year 1.81+0.652
>6-<9 year 1.60+:0.665
=9 years 1.574£0.617
Knowledge ondental Low 1.66+0.683 0.186 0.667
hygienist-related medical law High 1.70+£0.661
Attitude towardsdental Low 1.7740.672 7.759 0.006
hygienist-related medical law High 1.50+0.617
Level of understanding of Low 1.78+0.698 0.794 0.374
medical related laws High 1.67+0.660
Medical dispute education hours <2 hours 1.50+0.536" 11.203 <0.001
>2 hours 1.90+0.754°
None 1.93+0.728°

*by t-test or one-way ANOVA

**The same superscript letter indicates no significant difference (p<0.05, by Scheffed posteriori test)
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Table 5. The correlation between knowledge and attitude on dental hygienist-related medical law,
level of understanding of medical related laws, medical dispute education hours and educational

needs for medical dispute prevention (N=210)
Knowledge on dental  Attitude towards Level of . . Educational needs for
. .. . Medical dispute . R
hygienist-related dental hygienist- understanding of . medical dispute
. ! . education hours .
medical law related medical law  medical related laws prevention
Knowledge on dental 1
hygienist-related
medical law
Attitude towardsdental -0.028 1
hygienist-related
medical law
Level of understanding 0.027 0.058 1
of medical related laws
Medical dispute -0.147* -0.068 0.002 1
education hours
Educational needs 0.030 -0.190%* -0.062 0.294** 1

for medical dispute
prevention

*p<0.05, **p<0.01 by pearson’s correlation analysis
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