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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to determine the perception and understanding of Free Learning Semester (FLS) in
home economics teachers and to provide basic informations for effective implement of FLS in future school curricula,
Home economics teachers perceived that the objective of FLS was to help students explore their careers and make
preliminary decisions, In addition, teachers thought that FLS should be run by active students’ participation to find
out their dreams and talents, However, teachers felt difficulties in obtaining information or documents related to
implementing FLS, Moreover, there were lack of connected activities with local communities to operate FLS, Teachers
recognized that it is necessary to receive FLS-related education, Regarding home economics teachers’ role in FLS
implement, they should provide career education with a perspective of lifelong career and nurture students’ capability
to lead their lives by themselves, In that sense, FLS should help students find out their dreams and talents, think about
their career, set up lifelong career plan through home economics education, and nurture capability to lead their lives,
In addition, home economics teachers should provide continuous career education in home economics education at

academic semesters,
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Table 1. Understanding the purpose and intent of free learning semester

n(%)
. Operating school Non-operating school Total
Items Categories P (n=g72) p(n=89g) (n=161)
Know very well 9(12.5) 11(12.4) 20(12.4)
Know 44(61.1) 30(33.7) 74(46.0)
Introduction Moderate 18(25.0) 44(49.4) 62(38.5)
intent Do not know 1(1.4) 4(4.5) 5(3.1)
Know nothing of 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
2= 139127
Career exploration of students 39(54.2) 38(42.7) 77(47.8)
Academic stress burden & motive inspiration 7(9.7) 15(16.9) 22(13.7)
Identity establishment & personality maturity 12(16.7) 16(18.0) 28(17.4)
' Changf: of social recognition about career & vocational 9(12.5) 10(112) 19(11.8)
Operating ~ education
purpose  Emphasis on career & vocational education in school education 0(0.0) 2(2.2) 2(1.2)
Strengthening- of career & vocational education function in 5(69) 7(19) 127.5)
school education
Others 0(0.0) 1(1.1) 1(0.6)
= 5.142
Strengthening of‘ career & vocational education through 210292) 31(348) 52(32.3)
experience education
Change to student participatory teaching-learning strategies 44(61.1) 51(57.3) 95(59.0)
Core task Eliminate the burden of students by abolishing the examination 1(1.4) 3(3.4) 4(2.5)
Educational Innovation overall 4(5.6) 3(3.4) 7(4.3)
Others 2(2.8) 1(1.1) 3(1.9)
2= 0144
Strenthening of educational curriculum & contents for 56(77.8) 64(71.9) 120(74.5)
exploring dream and talent
Change to Learner-centered teaching & learning 35(48.6) 33(37.1) 68(42.2)
Basic Community related experiential leaning 23(31.9) 32(36.0) 55(34.2)
direction”  Leaner-centered performance assessment 17(23.6) 23(25.8) 40(24.8)
Academic stress reduction & learning motivation 23(31.9) 43(48.3) 66(41.0)
Utilization of community related human resources 15(20.8) 11(12.4) 26(16.1)
Others 1(1.4) 0(0.0) 1(0.6)

1) multiple responds **p<0.01
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Table 2. Problems in operating system of free learning semester

Operating school

Non-operating Total

Items n=72) (s:ius);); t value (n=161)
Burden of teachers’ workload 3.4+0.6" 3.50.5 -1.458 3.4+0.6
Shortage of professional resources 3.3£0.6 3.5+0.6 -1.918 3.4+0.6
Lack of vocational institutes 3.2+0.7 3.3+0.7 -.604 3.3£0.7
Lack of budget 2.940.8 3.440.6 4886 3.240.8
Difficulty of student evaluation 3.0+0.7 3.240.7 2,077 3.1+0.7
Lack of information & materials 2.940.7 3.340.7 33357 3.1£0.7
Lack of program 3.0£0.8 3.2£0.7 -2.052" 3.120.7
Lack of learning time for career searching activities 2.8+0.7 3.240.6 3728 3.0+0.7
Lack of variety programmes 2.840.7 3.240.7 3735 3.0£0.8
Poor academic performance 3.0£0.9 2.840.8 1.322 2.9+0.8
Occurrence of underprivileged minority students 2.6+0.8 3.1£0.6 4142 2.9+0.7
Increasing of students’ own expense 2.6+0.8 3.0+0.6 33917 2.9+0.8
Poor study habits 2.9+0.9 2.840.8 407 2.9+0.9
Lack of teachers’ interest 2.540.6 2.940.7 28917 2.740.7
Lack of students’ interest 2.4%0.7 2.840.7 -3.095" 2.6£0.7
Lack of parents’ perception 2.4+0.7 2.9+0.7 4235 2.6+0.8
Difficulties of career education implement 2.4+0.7 2.6+0.8 -1.672 2.5+0.8
Lack of managers’ perception 2.0+0.6 2.3+0.6 -3.605"" 2.1+0.6

1) MeantSD, *p<0.05, **p<0.01, ***p<0.001
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Table 3. Perception about efficient improvement plan

Items Oscel:zz;lg Non-op:]rla:tgl;g) school t value (1T=']1t211)
(n=72)

Reduction of teachers’ administrative workload 3.8+0.5" 3.8£0.4 -720 3.8+£0.4
Supporting assistance manpower 3.7£0.5 3.6£0.5 .853 3.6+0.5
Development & supplement of career educational program 3.7£0.5 3.6+0.5 1.004 3.6+0.5
Securement of vocational experience facility 3.6£0.5 3.6£0.5 .300 3.6+0.5
Improvement of high school entrance exams system 3.6+0.6 3.4+0.7 1.836 3.5+0.7
Activation of Teacher Training 3.4+0.5 3.440.5 .549 3.4+0.5
Parent participation in school education 3.420.5 3.4£0.5 274 3.4+0.5
Development of students’ evaluation system 3.440.6 3.4+0.7 .009 3.4+0.7
1) Mean£SD
A e 9 B3-S EAsls)jof stk v 36802 I the 0 (Shin et al., 2014). A7 |AE A WA Kim & Lee,
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Table 4. Experience of teacher training and awareness of the need for training

n(%)

. Operating school Non-operating school Total

Items Categories (n=72) (n=89) (n=161)
Yes 62(86.1) 38(42.7) 100(62.1)

Experience of
teacher training No 10(213.9) 51(57.3) 61(37.9)
X = 31.878
Very necessary 24(33.3) 36(40.4) 60(37.3)
) Necessary 46(63.9) 52(58.4) 98(60.9)
Necessity of teacher U
raining nnecessary 2(2.8) 1(1.1) 3(1.9)
Completely unnecessary 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
= 1.320
Career education 2(2.8) 5(5.6) 7(4.3)
Teaching-learning strategies 29(40.3) 22(24.7) 51(31.7)
o Type of Program 39(54.2) 58(65.2) 97(60.2)
Training contents . .
Career counseling strategies 2(2.8) 2(2.2) 4(2.5)
Others 0(0.0) 2(2.2) 2(1.2)
= 6.243

Intention of Yes 9(90.0) 46(90.2) 55(90.2)
receiving training  No 1(10.0) 5(9.8) 6(9.8)

**#%p<0.001
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Table 5. The role of the teacher and home economics education on free learning semester

n(%)

Non-operating

Categories Op era;tl]lign;chool school (,T:oltzll)
(n=89)
Development of aptitude & talent 25(34.7) 20(22.5) 45(28.0)
Proper attitude for work and occupation 19(26.4) 33(37.1) 52(32.3)
L Preparation for the future 9(12.5) 11(12.4) 20(12.4)
economics

education Formation of positive the self-concept 16(22.2) 25(28.1) 41(25.5)
Others 3(4.2) 0(0.0) 3(1.9)

X= 1792
Career education 26(36.1) 29(32.6) 55(34.2)
Perform the education for happiness 14(19.4) 25(28.1) 39(24.2)
Development of variety teaching-learning strategies 11(15.3) 7(7.9) 18(11.2)
Teacher Educate the moral values 10(13.9) 14(15.7) 24(14.9)
Put emphasis on the work-family balance 10(13.9) 12(13.5) 22(13.7)
Others 1(1.4) 2(2.2) 3(1.9)

X = 3.582
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Table 6. Effective teaching methods of technology-home economics education in free learning semester

n(%)

Setagnity Opem(:l;l:%Z;chool Non-op:;itti;;g) school (nl;oltzll)
Project-based inquiry activity 19(26.4) 21(23.6) 40(24.8)
Searching and discussing activity 7(9.7) 6(6.7) 13(8.1)
Experimental and practical learning 34(47.2) 38(42.7) 72(44.7)
Lecture 1(1.4) 1(1.1) 2(1.2)
Collaborative and Integrated teaching 0(0.0) 0(0.0) 0(0.0)
Direct or indirect experience education 34.2) 12(13.5) 15(9.3)
Others 8(11.1) 11(12.4) 19(11.8)

X = 4.528
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