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Abstract

Analysis of Early Childhood Teachers’ Concept Map on the
Contents of History Education for Young Children

Min, Bo Gyeong

(Kindergarten, Songwol Elementary School)

Lee, Si Ja

(Dept. of Early Childhood Education, Incheon National University)

This study surveyed 60 early childhood teachers at the kindergartens and day care
centers in Incheon Metropolitan City to examine the contents and extent of the
teachers” knowledge on early childhood history education by using the definition map
designed by Novak and Gowin(1984). To be more specific, the researcher asked the
participating teachers through group meetings to draw the definition maps and analyzed
them. The results were as follow. First, 11 categories for high level definition of early
childhood history education used by early childhood education were identified, among
which the most frequently used high level definition were ‘life style” followed in order
by ‘culture/art’ and ‘great men.” Second, in terms of the average number of
dependent definitions included in the given high level definitions, the largest was ‘life
style’ which was followed in order by culture/art, activity methods. It means that the
widest area of early childhood teachers’ knowledge on early childhood history education
was about ‘life style,” while it shows that the extent of knowledge on teaching-learning
methods was relatively wide. However, in the case of great men, although it was
frequently recognized in the high level of definition it was not so in the dependent
definitions, meaning the extent of their knowledge was rather narrow. Scholars explain
that the higher the teachers’ attention and knowledge about the content of curriculum
the more options of teaching method they tend to employ to teach in a more extensive
and diverged way. Therefore, in order to improve early childhood education, efforts
should be more focused on deepening and systemizing the knowledge of early childhood
teachers.



