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Objective: This study aimed to review scales and tests developed for or validated with children
and their families that were published in the Korean Journal of Child Studies from 1984 to 2016.
Specifically, the purpose of the present study was to analyze the contents and format of the
selected instruments, as well as to evaluate their psychometric properties.

Methods: Using several databases and journal archives from the Korean Journal of Child Studies,
searches were implemented using the key terms: instrument, scale, development, and validation.
Instruments from 76 selected studies were reviewed based on several characteristics, such as
assessment areas, contents, respondents, responding types, and psychometric properties.

Results and Conclusion: First, a majority of the reviewed instruments were developed for infants
and children, whereas only one was developed for adolescents. With regard to their specific
measurement domains, many instruments focused on social emotional development among
children. Second, with a few exceptions, the selected studies provided appropriate evidence for
the reliability of the instrument, including its internal consistency, inter-rater reliability, and spilt-
half reliability. Many studies also reported on the criterion-related or construct validity of the
instrument to establish its validity. Future studies need to develop instruments across diverse
developmental areas that collect information from multiple sources and raters. In addition, more
evidence on the reliability and validity of the reviewed instruments should be provided to
demonstrate their psychometric qualities.
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Table 1

Kim, Park and Lim 94

Contents, Format, and Psychometric Quality of the Reviewed Instruments

Classification

Category

Content

Response domains

Children’s characteristics

Family-related characteristics

Teachers, staff, or setting
features of daycare center/

Cognitive language development (e.g., cognitive function, attitude toward
mathematics)

Social emotional development (e.g., temperament, attachment, prosocial behavior,
sexual development, problem behaviors)

Physical development (e.g., fine motor skills)

Daily life skills

Mental health

General developmental functioning

Other developmental characteristics

Parenting (e.g., verbal control, parental involvement, parenting efficacy)

Personal functioning (e.g., psychological well-being, separation anxiety)

Marital relationship (e.g., marital conflict)

Home environment

Teacher role (e.g., teacher eflicacy, strategy for problem behaviors)

Daycare/Preschool environment (e.g., creative classroom climate)

preschool Program (e.g., program quality)
Miscellaneous Therapist’s response, textbook
Respondent or rater Child —
Parents —

Professionals in daycare center/
preschool

Trained observer or tester

Teachers, Principals

Miscellaneous Users of multicultural family support service
Method Test Based on participants’performance
Questionnaire Participants’ trait responses
Observation Direct observation of participants’behavior
Type of response Yes/No Checklist, Likert-type
scale, Number of responses, —
Frequency, etc.
Psychometric Reliability Internal consistency
quality Split-half reliability
Test-retest reliability
Alternate form reliability
Inter-rater reliability
No information found
Validity Content validity
Construct validity

Criterion-related validity
No information found
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KJCS

Table 2
Contents of the Reviewed Instruments
Classification Category Frequency (%)

Domains assessed Children’s characteristics 49 ( 64.5)

Family-related characteristics 15 ( 19.7)

Teachers, staff, or setting features of daycare center/preschool 9( 11.8)

Miscellaneous 3( 3.9

Total 76 (100.0)
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Table 3

Measurement Domains of the Reviewed Instruments

Kim, Park and Lim 96

Classification Category Frequency (%)

Children’s age Infants, Preschoolers 29 ( 59.1)

Elementary school students 17 ( 34.7)

Middle school students, High school students 1( 2.0

Across ages 2( 4.1)

Total 49 (100.0)
Children’s developmental domain Cognitive language development 13 ( 26.5)

Social emotional development 26 ( 53.1)

Physical development 1( 2.0

General developmental functioning 8( 16.3)

Total 49 (100.0)
Family-related characteristics Parenting, Personal functioning 13 ( 86.7)

Home environment 2( 13.3)

Total 15 (100.0)
Teachers, staff, or setting features of daycare Teacher role 5( 55.6)

center/preschool Program 3( 33.3)

Daycare/Preschooler environment 1(11.1)

Total 9 (100.0)
Miscellaneous Therapist’s response, Textbook 3 (100.0)

Total 3 (100.0)
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Table 4
The Format of the Reviewed Instruments

KJCS

Classification Category Frequency (%)
Respondent or rater? Child 21 (27.6)
Parents 22 (28.9)
Professionals in daycare center/preschool 18 (23.7
Trained observer or tester 16 (2

Miscellaneous

Method Test

Questionnaire
Observation 7

Type of response? Yes/No Checklist 6(7.9
Likert-type scale 54 (71.1)
Number of responses, Frequency, etc. 13 (17.1)
No information found 5( 6.6)

Note. *multiple-response variable
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Kim, Park and Lim 98

Table 5
The Psychometric Quality of the Reviewed Instruments
Category Frequency (%)

Reliabilicy® Inter consistency reliability 72 (94.5)
Split-half reliability 16 (21.1)
Test-retest reliability 10 (13.2)
Alternate form reliability (Inter-rater reliability etc.) 10 (13.2)
No information found 1( 1.3)

Validity” Content validity 26 (34.2)
Criterion-related validity 46 (60.5)
Construct validity 60 (78.9)
No information found 5( 6.6)

Note. *multiple-response variable.
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