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Abstract

This study compares how mother-daughter differentiation influences solidarity and relationship satisfaction
between mothers-in-law and sons-in-law. The subjects of this study were 167 mothers-in-law (mean age,
59.6 years) paired with their sons-in-law (mean age, 36.9 years). Participants were given quantitative survey
questionnaires on their relationships. Descriptive statistical analyses were conducted for the social and demographic
characteristics of mothers-in-law and sons-in-law. Ordinary least square multiple regression analyses were also
conducted to examine the level of mother-daughter differentiation, solidarity, and relationship satisfaction between
mothers-in-law and sons-in-law. The results show that a higher age of the mothers-in-law results in lower
relationship satisfaction between mothers-in-law and sons-in-law. Next, an increase the level of mother-daughter
differentiation (which means more balance between intimacy and detachability) results in a higher overall solidarity,
affectual solidarity, giving functional solidarity, and consensual solidarity between mothers-in-law and sons-in-
law. However, there was no statistically significant difference in the receiving functional solidarity and normative
solidarity between mothers-in-law and sons-in-law. Finally, the results show that a higher level of mother-daughter
differentiation produces a higher relationship satisfaction between mothers-in-law and sons-in-law. The findings
could provide a better understanding of inter-generational relationships in Korean family dynamics. The results also
have implications for providing counseling for the development of healthy relationships between mothers-in-law

and sons-in-law.
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Table 1. OLS Regression Results on Mother-Daughter Differentiation and Solidarity between Mothers-in-Law and Sons-in-Law

et v Mother-in-law Son-in-law

B SE B B SE B
Solidarity (total) 46 09 39 317 10 23
Affectual solidarity 97" 16 50 58" 15 30
Giving functional solidarity 33 14 20 28 14 16
Receiving functional solidarity 53" .15 31 12 12 .07
Normative solidarity -03" 14 -02 19 15 10
Consensual solidarity 80" 13 45 43" 15 22
Associational solidarity 17 13 10 22 15 12

The independent variable is the mother-daughter differentiation, and the control variables are socio-demographic characteristics (age, educational level, dual-
income, and household income).

OLS, ordinary least square.

‘p<.05, p<.01, p<.001.
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Table 2. Descriptive Statistics of Mothers-in-Law and Sons-in-Law

Variable Mother-in-law Son-in-law
Age (yr) 59.6+4.8 369155
Educational level 167 (100.0) 167 (100.0)
Elementary school (or less) 43 (25.7) 0
Middle school 50 (29.9) 0
High school 56 (33.5) 18 (10.8)
Some college 7(42) 33(19.8)
4-Year university 9(5.4) 88 (52.7)
Graduate college 2(1.2) 28 (16.8)
Dual-income 167 (100.0) 167 (100.0)
Dual-income couple 37 (22.2) 106 (63.5)
Single-income couple 130 (77.8) 61 (36.5)
Household income (10,000 KRW) 299.6+263.0 473.4+190.4

Values are presented as M+SD or n (%).
KRW, Korean won.

Table 3. OLS Regression Results for Socio-Demographic Characteristics and

Mother-Daughter Differentiation

Mother-daughter

Characteristics differentiation
B SE B
Mother-in-law
Age -01 .00 =14
Educational level (ref: elementary school or less)
Middle school .06 .09 07
High school -.04 .10 -.05
Some college and above -05 13 -04
Dual-income (ref: no) hi 09 n
Household income (Ln) -02 06 -03
Son-in-law
Age -00 01 -04
Educational level (ref: elementary school or less)
Middle school 23 12 22
High school 22 N .26
Some college and above 29 13 .26
Dual-income (ref: no) -.10 08 -n
Household income (Ln) 300 M 28
Constant =224 174 -
N 167
F(df) 151 (12)
R2 1

OLS, ordinary least square; ref, reference group; Ln, natural log.

'p<.05, “p<.01.
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Table 4. OLS Regression Results for Socio-Demographic Characteristics and Solidarity between Mothers-in-Law and Sons-in-Law

. Mother-in-law's solidarity Son-in-law's solidarity
Characteristics B SE 8 3 SE 8
Mother-in-law
Age -01 01 -09 -02 01 -.15
Educational level (ref: elementary school or less)
Middle school 04 N 04 .10 12 .08
High school .02 12 02 -01 A3 -01
Some college and above -.09 .16 -.05 -.02 .18 -01
Dual-income (ref: no) 08 hi 07 17 12 13
Household income (Ln) -08 07 -.10 -05 .08 -06
Son-in-law
Age -01 .01 -09 -01 01 =12
Educational level (ref: elementary school or less)
Middle school 15 .15 12 -01 .16 -01
High school N A3 Rl 02 15 01
Some college and above 15 .16 12 .09 18 .06
Dual-income (ref: no) 14 .09 4 .06 10 .05
Household income (Ln) 29 13 23 43" 14 30
Constant 271 2.09 - -4.62 233 -
N 167 167
Fldf) 143 (12) 169 (12)
R 10 12

OLS, ordinary least square; ref, reference group; Ln, natural log.
‘p<.05, “,0<.01.

Table 5. OLS Regression Results on Socio-Demographic Characteristics and Relationship Satisfaction between Mothers-in-Law and Sons-in-Law

o Relationship satisfaction with son-in-law Relationship satisfaction with mother-in-law
Characteristics
B SE B B SE B
Mother-in-law
Age =0 02 -16 -04 02 =77
Educational level (ref: elementary school or less)
Middle school 12 A7 .07 22 .16 14
High school .06 .18 03 04 17 03
Some college and above -01 24 -.00 34 23 14
Dual-income (ref: no) 25 16 14 27 16 15
Household income (Ln) -08 Bl -07 01 10 01
Son-in-law
Age -01 .02 -.06 .01 01 .06
Educational level (ref: elementary school or less)
Middle school 23 22 12 .00 22 .00
High school A3 .20 .09 -.10 .20 -.07
Some college and above 42 24 21 04 23 .02
Dual-income (Ref: no) -01 14 -.00 03 14 02
Household income (Ln) 38 20 19 35 19 18
Constant 44 322 - 38 3.10 -
N 167 167
F(df 132(12) 1.85(12)
& 09 13

OLS, ordinary least square; ref, reference group; Ln, natural log.
<.05.
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Table 6. OLS Regression Results on Mother-Daughter Differentiation and Relationship Satisfaction between Mothers-in-Law and Sons-in-Law

Relationship satisfaction with Relationship satisfaction with

Variable son-in-law mother-in-law
B SE B B SE B
Mother-daughter differentiation 86" 13 47 57" 14 32
Mother-in-law's characteristics
Age -01 02 -09 -03 02 -23
Educational level (ref: elementary school or less)
Middle school 07 15 40 19 .15 12
High school .09 .16 .57 .07 .16 04
Some college and above 04 22 02 37 22 15
Dual-income (ref: no) 16 15 .09 21 15 12
Household income (Ln) -.06 10 -.06 02 .10 02
Son-in-law's characteristics
Age -01 01 -05 01 01 07
Educational level (ref: elementary school or less)
Middle school 04 20 02 -12 21 -.07
High school -.05 .18 -.04 -23 19 -15
Some college and above 17 22 .08 -13 23 -.06
Dual-income (ref: no) 08 13 05 .08 13 05
Household income (Ln) 12 18 06 18 19 09
Constant 2.35 2.87 - 1.64 2.96 -
N 167 167
Fdf) 481(13)" 3.23(13)"
i 29 22

OLS, ordinary least square; ref, reference group; Ln, natural log.
‘<05, p<.001.
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