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The relation between phonetic differences of Korean learners’ production of English vowels,
pronunciation intelligibility and speaking proficiency test scores

3 A e

Kim, Ji-Eun

Abstract

The purpose of this study is to investigate the relations between phonetic differences among Korean learners’ production of
English front vowels, pronunciation intelligibility and speaking proficiency test score. To do so, thirty Korean university
students were asked (1) to read English text book paragraphs and (2) describe a picture. Two English native raters and one
Korean rater evaluated Korean subjects’ English pronunciation intelligibility and speaking. In addition, subjects’ English
vowel productions were acoustically analyzed(FO0, F1, F2, vowel duration, intensity). The results of the study show that the
vowel quality and pitch of the unstressed vowels and lax vowel are related to the pronunciation intelligibility. In addition,
the scores of pronunciation intelligibility and speaking are highly related.

Keywords: Korean, English front vowel, pitch, F1, F2, vowel duration, pronunciation intelligibility, speaking score
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Good morning, everyone! (1) Nice to meet you. I’'m your
teacher, Judy March. (2) My birthday is March 3. (3) So I like the
number three. (4) Now, think of a number and introduce yourself
with it.

(5) Hello, my name is Song Taemin. (6) My number is six.
Why? (7) I live with my parents, grandparents, and aunt. My dad
is a songwriter and I like his songs.

I’'m Han Dasom. (8) My dad is from Thailand. (9) Thai people
like the number nine. I like nine, too. (10) My favorite color is

red.

I3 1. 03 A AR ER-E (01A9, 2015)
Figure 1. Sentences used for the test(Lee, 2015)
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Figure 2. Speaking score and pronunciation intelligibility
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