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In recent years, medical practice has seen a drastic change due to the rapid, exponential expansion
of scientific and medical technologies. Specially, the role of medical technologists (also known as
medical laboratory scientists and/or clinical laboratory scientists) are increasing in the
development of science of medical technology. As such, their responsibility has also been
increasing. Therefore, given their highly specialized knowledge and skills, they are not regarded
solely as doctor's assistants. Their independence and deeper specialization have been increasing,
as they perform medial practices under the guidance of doctors or dentists pursuant to the “Act on
Medical Service Technologists.” From a legal point of view, medical guidance and scope of work
were examined. As a conclusion, the definition of doctor's superintendency on the “Act on Medical
Service Technologists” is required, and the qualification for the Korean license examination and
their roles should be stated clearly. Moreover, communications among health professions
regarding the roles of medical technologists are necessary to further facilitate clarification of their
role. There is a need for independent legislation to expand the field of medical technologists and to
strengthen their professionalism.
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Regulation

Definition

Korea
Act on medical service technologists, etc
(BEpERt 2501 RESH & F119)

Under the instruction of medical doctors or dentists (2JAtQ] X&)

Japan Under the instructions of a medical or dental practitioner (2JAt2] XJA])

Act on clinical laboratory technicians, etc
(BREARFAE T EREEIZ BT 252 F215)

Taiwan

Physicians act

(BeEhiE 252815)

Nursing, obstetrics or other medical personnel in a medical organization

under the supervision of a physician (2AF2] XIA])

Table 3. Law related medical service technologists

Job Nation Law
Medical technologist Korea Act on medical service technologists, etc (E&fs 1 Z0f RISt /&2 BRRRRIEL,
WEHEL, MIEAEL, (FRARL, R T L, aRieA L, BELHL, RS

Japan Act on clinical laboratory technicians, etc (BRERIEIENEIZEIY 2/41E)
Taiwan Medial technologists act (B&ZE#3ERERE)

Radiological technologist Korea Same as above
Japan Act on medical radiology technicians (G2EEMETRIRERL)
Taiwan Medical radiation technologists act (B8RSR

Physical therapist Korea Same as above
Japan Physical therapists and occupational therapists act (& FEELRUTEEREE)
Taiwan Physical therapists act (IESEERL)

Occupational therapist Korea Same as above
Japan Physical therapists and occupational therapists act (2 FEELRUTEERE)
Taiwan Occupational therapists act (BBEAERTE)

Dental technologist Korea Same as above
Japan Dental technicians act (MRHET %)
Taiwan Dental technicians act (FEERfiEHE)

Dental hygienist Korea Same as above
Japan Dental hygienists act (PifHg4ELE)
Taiwan None (D@L #IE KRigfT)
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Table 4. Law related health personnel

Job Nation Law

Physician Korea Medical service act (E&fL: 80D, B5RlEeRD, $REEHM, BIEEED, HaEAD)
Japan Medical practitioners act (B&fi%) and Medical care act (B&F%)
Taiwan Physicians act (B&E5i£) and Medical care act (Bf%)

Dentist Korea Same as above
Japan Dental practitioners act (E5¥188EM:£) and Medical service act (EEEL)
Taiwan Physicians act (B&fbi%: ZFRIEEED, EERF B24) and Medical care act (B&&%)

Nurse Korea Same as above
Japan Act on public health nurses, midwives, and nurses ({REETBNERIE ERDE)
Taiwan Nursing personnel act GEEEAEE)

Pharmacist Korea Pharmaceutical affairs law (Z==%)
Japan Pharmacists act (ZFl#h%) and Law on securing quality, efficacy and safety of products including

pharmaceuticals and medical devices (FE3& "EEESBRENRE BMRURDMOEREICFAT 5E2)

Taiwan Pharmacists act (Zgfi%) and Pharmaceutical affairs act (ZZE%)

Table 5. Judgement of medical practice

Date

Judgement

CHE® 1993. 8. 27.
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Table 6. Judgement of independent business and doctor's superintendency
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