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Abstract This study aimed to identify the factors affecting confidence in performance of fundamental nursing skills
in nursing students. Participants were 318 nursing students who haven't had clinical practice experiences to the point
of data collection in two universities in B and U cities. Data were analyzed using t-test, ANOVA, Scheff? test,
Pearson's correlation coefficients, and stepwise multiple regression. The mean scores of self-directed learning ability,
satisfaction with practicum, and confidence in performance of fundamental nursing skills were 3.38+0.40, 3.93+0.59,
and 3.40+0.61, respectively. Correlations were found between confidence in performance of fundamental nursing skills
and self-directed learning ability (r=.289, p<.001) and satisfaction with practicum (r=.353, p<.001), and between
self-directed learning ability and satisfaction with practicum (r=.393, p<.001). Factors influencing the confidence in
the performance of fundamental nursing skills were satisfaction with practicum (3=.24, p<.001), self-directed learning
ability (3=.15, p=.010), and attitude to practicum participation (3=.13, p=.027). These factors explained 15.6% of the
variance in the participants' confidence in performance of fundamental nursing skills. Therefore, effective nursing
educational programs need to be developed in order to foster confidence in the performance of fundamental nursing
skills of nursing students by enhancing self-directed learning ability, satisfaction with practicum and active attitude
to practicum participation.
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Table 1. General characteristics of participants

(N=318)

Spec. Respondents Percentage
Gender Male 37 11.6
Female 281 88.4

Mean+SD 21.76+3.21
20-23 261 82.1
Age 2427 44 13.8
(year) 2831 8 25
32< 5 1.6
Christian 109 343
Religion Catholic 28 8.8
Buddhism 31 9.7
None 150 47.2
. o Satisfied 150 47.2
Sa“i’:?;i‘;" n Moderate 157 494
Unsatisfied 11 3.4
High 39 12.3
Grade Moderate 221 69.5
Low 58 18.2
Positive 231 72.6
Image of a nurse| Neutral 77 242
Negative 10 32
Nurse 297 93.4
Future career Other jobs 15 4.7
Study 6 1.9
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Self Well 150 472 Table 3. Confidence in performance of fundamental
Cli- . . .. ..
expression Moderate 132 41.5 nursing skills by the characteristics of participants
Bad 36 11.3 (N=318)
Interest in theory| Interested 162 50.9
of fundamental Moderate 146 459 Confidence in
nursing No interest 10 3.2 performance of t/F
Attitude to Active 198 62.3 Variables Categories | fundamental nursing (2]
practicum Moderate 111 34.9 skills Scheffé
participation Passive 9 2.8 (Mean£SD)
High a7 a8 Gender Male 3.45£0.79 50
Grade in practice| Moderate 155 48.7 Female 3.40+0.59 (:007)
Low 6 365 20-23 3.370.61 379
Al 8 100 24-27 3.60-0.59
Age (.011)
28-31 3.20+0.63 R
_ 32< 3.99+0.30
3.2 HAXte] XPIFEEHN st&sHE, 7|27t Christian 3.44+0.70
= - Catholic 3.51+0.59 75
AlAOEE HIlSs ASHXIAIZE ™ igi
dEURE, 7|I2U=E s B Religion Buddhism 3.41£0.55 (.526)
At AL A7 | EA 611—%‘\——‘5\‘5‘:11’ 71175 Ak None 3.35+0.56
- Satisfied 3.45+0.63
2y 7B Ee 28 Ave AN the) Satisfaction in : 2.57
> maior Moderate 3.28+0.54 (054)
2 A7)FEEE SrsE o 338+04074, AGTER / Unsatisfied 3.3420.61 :
. . _ High 3.3140.70
AE= 3l 7V Z=IAAI 7S u o
= 3.93:0.50%, 712 eE TGS A Grade Moderate 3.46+0.56 (2622)
3.40+0.61 1 0.2 ERITH Table 2). Low 3.27+0.73 '
Positive 3.45+0.63 220
Image of a nurse| Neutral 3.28+0.54 ('” 2)
Table 2. The level of self-directed learning ability, Negative 3.24+0.61 ]
satisfaction with practicum, and confidence Nurse 3.4120.61 50
in performance of fundamental nursing skills Future career | Other jobs 3.26+0.56 (.605)
(N=318) Study 3.31£1.07
Self: Well 3.47+0.63 3.97
elf-
Variables Mean+SD Min-Max Range expression Moderate 3.40+0.59 (.020)
~di Bad 3.15+0.58 -
Selfdirected | 3 30,040 | 2.05-4.52 15 ‘ ;
learning ability Interest in theory| Interested 3.50+0.54 5.66
Satisfaction with of fundamental | Moderate® 3.32+0.64 (.004)
practicum 3.93+0.59 2.17-5.00 1-5 nursing No interest’ 3.30£0.89 a>b,c
Confidence in Attitude to Active’ 3.53+0.60 14.34
i M 3 2140.54 <001
performance of 3.4040.61 1 43-5.00 15 prafc?lcufn ode'ratf 3.21£0.5 (<.001)
fundamental participation Passive 2.87+0.79 a>b,c
nursing skills High 3.59+0.54 251
Grade in practice| Moderate 3.40+0.61 (.042)
Low 3.39+0.62 -
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Table 4. Correlations among Variables (N=318)

Confidence in
performance of
fundamental
nursing skills
1(p)

Satisfaction
with
practicum

1(p)

Self-directed
learning ability
t(p)

Variables

Self-directed
learning ability
Satisfaction with

practicum

Confidence in
performance of

fundamental

nursing skills

1

.393 (<.001) 1

289 (<.001) |.353 (<.001) 1
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BIERS

Table 5. Influential factors on confidence in performance

of fundamental nursing practice (N=318)
Variables B SE B t p
(Constant) 1.53 31 4.95 <.001
Satlsfactllon with 25 06 24 416 <001
practicum
Self-directed 23 | .09 15 | 259 | 010
learning ability
Attitude to
practicum .16 .07 13 223 027
participation™

Tolerance= .772~ .805 VIF=1.243~1.295 Dubin Watson=1.865
Adj. R=.156 F=20.591 p<.001
Dummy variable? (1: active; 0: moderate, passive)
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