Journal Of The Korean Society Of Rural Planning Issn 1225-8857(Print) / Issn 2288-9493(Online)
Vol. 23, No. 2, 2017 (19-28) http://Dx.Doi.Org/10.7851/Ksrp.2017.23.2.019

A Study on Qualitative Landscape Character Assessment for Rural
Areas and Its Environmental Policy Implementation

Lee, Sang-Woo * Kim, Sang-Bum' « Chon, Jin-Hyung™ * Kim, Su-yeon  * An, Kyung-Jin
Professor, Dept. of Forestry and Landscape Architecture, Konkuk University
"National Academy of Agricultural Science
" Professor, Division of Environmental Science and Ecological Engineering, Korea University

"Dept. of Environmental Science, Graduate School, Konkuk University

ABSTRACT : While the significance and need of landscape assessment for rural area has been recognised, an appropriate method
has not been established due to the lack of statutory ground and policy status in Korea. For that reason, current studies have been
limited to dominantly amenity field survey in specific rural areas and stayed in academic. In particular, the majority of research on
rural landscape amenity or character assessment methodologies so far has been attempted with quantitative processes. Such
quantitative methods produced sometimes, heavily overlapped, conflicted, and not much meaningful characterisation and classification.
Moreover, such results could not only have been reflected to policy implementation but provide vision for rural areas. Therefore, this
study offers new facets for landscape character assessment methods through the lens of practitioners’ qualitative survey methods and
moreover, seek a policy implementation of newly developed methodologies. In order to carry out such analysis, the study employed
a case study of England’s Landscape Character Assessment and survey location was Gateshead Council, Northeast of England. The
study suggests meaningful qualitative landscape character assessment method and review of its policy implementation.
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Table 1. Literature Review of Rural Landscape Assessment

Valuator Assessment Index
Assessment
Method . . A
N Number Maintenance Existing Clas;lﬁcatlon H
Specialists | Students | Residents | Visitors |Preference| Value | Area of Condition Assessment ype P
Study Resources Index
Kim et al.(1999) (0) (0) (0]
Suh et al.(2002) (0) (0)
Lee et al.(2005) (0] (0] o
Ahn et al.(2005) (o) (0) (0]
Bea et al.(2005) (o) (0) O (0) (0)
Lee et al.(2007) (o) (0) (0] (0) (0)
Ban et al.(2009) (¢} (6] (¢} (6] (6}
Bacek et al.(2010) o) (0) (6} (0]
Lee et al.(2011) (6] (6] (0] (0] O (0)
Song et al.(2013) (6] (0] (0] (0) (0)
Ra et al.(2013) o (6] O
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STEP1 Define purpose and scope )

Define the purpose of the assessment
M

Define the scope of the assessment Issues to consider when defining the
» Emphasis scope of the assessment
u Skills & specialisms K& | Desk study = Field survey
= Geographic extent B3 » Involving people m Project outputs
u Scale of assessment = Resource inputs
u Level of detail = Timescale & programming
M

Prepare project brief

M
Assessment methodology and/or project brief

(4STEP2 Desk]smdy )

Gather information

r |
Existing character assessments Review of J

Landscape and seascape Marine and coastal Historic landscape and policy and
character assessments | biodiversity characterisations | seascape characterisations designations
-
w o o
Baseline review: Natural factors Baseline review: Cultural associations
 Geology = Hydrology éc“"“’a"‘“"" e u ATt u Legends/folklore
= Landform  w Soils = Land use = Land = Literature = Music stal
= Airand = Land cover/ = Settlement ownership = Events = People
climate flora&fauna) = Enclosure = Time depth = Myth = Media

M

g
Analyse information and develop a draft characterisation

M
Draft landscape character types and/or areas and outline description

sTEP3 Field study )
¥

Plan field survey

L 4

’ 2
jiew deskstudy | Record i iential aspects in the field | Record other
findings in the field Sight observations

Z

saLowaw

sjpws

spunos
wioy
UMxaL
1nojod

uonipuod

Weather/atmospheric conditions
%

v
Review and revise draft landscape character types and/or areas

Revised draft landscape character types and/or areas and outline description

STEP4 Classification and description )
o
v

o a
Describe landscape character P S Map landscape character types
types and/or areas and/or areas

| ¢ % J

\_f
Final Landscape Character Assessment

Possible
J stakeholder
engagement

Figure 1. The process of Landscape Character Assessment
(Tudor and Natural England, 2014)
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Project Gateshead Landscape Character
Assessment Date

Surveyor

Weather

Character Area No.

Character Type
Grid Ref.
Topography
Flat Rolling Plain Plateau Dry Valley Broad Valley
Undulating Vertical Rolling Land Hills Deep Gorge Narrow Valley
Valley Bottom Valley Sides Other: (List)

Dominant land cover & landscape elements
Settlement Structures Materials Heritage Boundaries Farming

Town Farm Buildings Slate Vemacular Buildings Walls Fields

Village Masts Poles Country House Fences Arable
Hamlet Pylons Field Systems Hedges Improved Pasture
Farmstead Industry: SML Prehistoric Ritual Isolated Trees Rough Grazing
Ribbon Dev. Follies Modemn Hilltop Encl. / Fort Hedge Banks
Suburban Estate Miltary Road Signs Ecclesiastic Orchard
Wind Turbines In Character Structure of War Paddock
Other:....cccveeere Out of Character Coppice
o

Landcover Landcover Cont. Woodland Hydrology Communications
Designed Parkland Reclaimed Deciduous River Road
Scrub Vacant Coniferous Plantation Stream Track
Marsh Derelict Mixed Reservoir Footpath
Peat Bog Golf Course Shelterbelt Dry Valley Lane
Moor/Heath Quarry Hedge Trees Winterbourne Railway
Rough Grassland Arable Orchards Pond Military
Amenity Grassland Pastoral Clumps Lake Pylons

Species Rich Gland ~ Other-............ Isolated Trees Drainage Ditch Communications
Water Meadows S

Brief Description Of Landscape:

Key Characteristics/Features and Why Important:

Landscape Rarity Very High High Medium Low Very Low

Landscape Condition Very High High Medium Low Very Low

Visual Assessment Criteria:

Pattern Dominant Strong Broken Weak
Scale Intimate Small Medium Large

Texture Smooth Textured Rough Very Rough

Colour Monochrome Muted Colourtul Garish

Complexity Uniform Simple Diverse Complex

Remoteness Wild Remote Vacant Active

Unity Unified Interrupted Fragmented Chaotic

Form (30) Straight Angular Curved Sinuous

Enclosure Expansive Open Enclosed Constrained

Visual Dynamic Sweeping Spreading Dispersed Channelled

Perception:

Security Intimate Comortable Safe Unsettling Threatening
Stimulus Monotonous Bland Interesting Challenging Inspiring
Tranquillity Inaccessible Remote Vacant Peaceful Busy
Pleasure Unpleasant Pleasant Attractive Beautiful

Architecture: (Note on condition & quality. Is it in keeping with the landscape?)

Local Materials: (stone type / colour / texture / render. Is it in Keeping?)

Vernacular Style: (window style / roof pitch)

Settlement Form: (village greens / clustered / scattered / caravan site / travellers site)

Other Comments:

Initial Response to Landscape Condition

Tandscape Character [Sensitvity of Inanidual Ssnsmvlty of Aeslhsllc Visual Sensitvity | Landscape |
Sensitivity. Elements. Sensitivity

VH/H/M/L/VL | VH/H/M/L/VL | VA/H/M/L/VL | VA/H/M/L/VC | VA/H/M/L/VC

[Valloof Landscape|  Landscape |
Capacity

VH/H/M/L/VL | VH/H/M/L/VL

Initial opinion on potential landscaps tobe within the area:

Potential suitable types 1o b within the area:

Figure 2. Field Survey Sheets of Gateshead (K.An, 2007)
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