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Abstract

The objective of this study is to examine the association of social networks and medical care
utilization of elderly living alone depending on self-rated health status, and also to measure the
moderating effects of welfare services for elderly. To this purpose, the data which was collected
from the 2014 National Survey on Elderly in Korea was analyzed by Chi-square test and
Poisson regression. According to the results, social networks and elderly welfare services
affected to medical care utilization of elderly living alone, only who aware of their self-rated
health status as bad. With this group, the frequency of contact with family and participation in
lifelong education had a significant effect on increasing medical care utilization. In contrast, the
frequency of contact with neighbors and the participation in elderly employment program were
significant to reduce the utilization of medical care. Furthermore, the moderating effects of
elderly welfare services were also measured that formal social gathering has an effect of
increasing the medical care utilization of elderly living alone by expansion of their social
networks. Based on these results, this study consequently has an implication for suggesting
expansion of elderly welfare services, which might be an alternative to social networks of elderly
living alone, and also for seeking the direction of political intervention that helps health
promotion and disease prevention through the research of medical care utilization.

B keyword : | Elderly Living Alone | Self—rated Health Status | Social Networks | Welfare Service | Medical
Care Utilization |
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