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Objective: The purpose of this study was to explore the mediating effects of executive function
and emotion regulation of preschoolers on the relationships between mothers’ affective parenting
and preschoolers’ peer competence.

Methods: The participants were 3 to 5 year old preschoolers and their mothers (N = 241) living in
Busan and Kyungnam province. Data analysis methods included descriptive statistics, Cronbach a,
Pearson’s correlation analysis, and SEM. Data were analyzed using the SPSS Statistics 23.0
program and Amos 23.0 program.

Results: The major findings of this study are as follows. First, mothers’ affective parenting,
preschoolers’ executive function, emotion regulation, and peer competence correlated positively.
Second, the relationship between mothers’ affective parenting and preschoolers’ peer competence
was mediated by preschoolers’ executive function and emotion regulation.

Conclusion: These findings suggest the importance of mediating effects of preschoolers’ executive
function and emotion regulation on the relationship between mothers’ affective parenting and
preschoolers’ peer competence.
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Figure 1. Hypothesized model.
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Table 1
Correlations Among Major Variables
Affective Executive Emotion

Variable parenting function regulation
Affective parenting —
Executive function 15* —
Emotion regulation .10* 62%* —
Peer competence A7 56 63**

*p<.05 *p<.01.
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Table 2
Model Fit Indices for Measurement Model
X2 df p TLI NFI CFI RMSEA
Measurement model 167.00 59 .00 .94 .94 .96 .08
Affective AL SAHL G 2 A= Table 29} A} K52 F
Parenting1 _
. — F7)9] S o] wom B Ao A= TLI, NFI, CF,
Affective Affective _ . .
Parenting Parenting2 RMSEAS 317 118dlo] AR o] At S A%t
Affective 2710 - S A =
Parenting3 X252 167.00(df = 59, p < .001), TLI:= .94, NFI= .94, CFl=
96, RMSEA= .08, 90% CI .07, 1.0] & £ A7-0] S3m e
Inhibition
48 7bsa mEE eyt
- sitng t4ee] Bajo] 3 ] AAelS Telaki ol oy
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Function Working FEFFH M2 =S A SEHUICRE ALS)
M,
19 ———  w PR ATRE Sl TR o] b B Baky
’ anning
Organization 21 (item parceling) & &3l 37112] =0 = FHof ARG
R [RFsIEE T3l 24 SEUA S| AAPALE vt &
Emotion Emofion Argsiral AeA BAJD = e, 8RR ddigh
Reguaton TR 0] 508 ow Fas S uloleki B 4= 9lEHK. S. Kim,
Emotion
Regulation3 2010). &elx QolH A Al Figure 29} Zro] AA| LolHs}
oo | Ol 76962 S00l 4ol BE 2 2Ruele FAWIL &
— At ik o 4 ook
Prosociality
Competence
Leadership ?—}_E'&é 7‘:—'].%_
Figure 2. Confirmatory factor analysis of the measurement
model. AF o] Al & Arw R 7| J3)] TLI, NFI, CFI, RMSEA
Table 3
Model Fit Indices for Research Model
X2 df p TLI NFI CFI RMSEA
Research model 167.00 59 .00 .95 .94 .96 .08
Table 4
Path Coefficient for Research Model
Path from latent to latent variables B B SE C.R P
Affective parenting - Executive function .32 17 .19 2.45 *
Affective parenting - Emotion regulation -.02 -.02 .06 -0.33 ns
Affective parenting - Peer competence 24 .10 13 1.86 ns
Executive function - Emotion regulation .39 .68 .04 9.86 *
Executive function - Peer competence .26 .20 .10 2.62 **
Emotion regulation — Peer competence 1.27 .56 .20 6.45 **

*p<.05. % p<.0l.
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Table 5
Comparison of Model Fit Indices
X2 df p TLI NFI CFI RMSEA

Research model 167.00 59 .00 95 .94 .96 .08
Modified model 170.48 61 .00 95 .94 96 .08
Difference 3.48 2
Table 6
Path Coefficient for Final Model

Path from latent to latent variables B § SE CR p
Affective parenting —  Executive function .32 17 .13 2.47 *
Executive function —  Emotion regulation .39 .68 .04 9.95 >
Executive function - Peer competence 29 22 .10 291 o
Emotion regulation —  Peer competence 1.27 .55 .20 6.38 o

*p<.05. *p<.01.

Affective
Parenting1

Affective
Parenting2

Affective
Parenting3|

Inhibition Shi

Working Planning/

fting Memory |[Organization

Executive
Function

Sociability

Prosociality

Leadership|

Emotion
Regulation

Emotion
Regulation1

Emotion Emotion
Regulation2| |Regulation3|

Figure 3. The final model: The mediating influence of preschoolers’” executive function and emotion regulation on the relationships

between mothers’ affective parenting and preschoolers’ peer competence.

*p <.05.%p < .01.
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Table 7
Direct, Indirect and Total Effects in the SEM
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Path from latent to latent variables

Direct effect Indirect effect Total effect

Affective parenting - Executive function A17* — A7*
Affective parenting - Emotion regulation — J12* 12
Affective parenting - Peer competence — .10* .10*
Executive function - Emotion regulation .68** — .68**
Executive function - Peer competence 22 .38 .60**
Emotion regulation — Peer competence S5 — S55%
*p<.05 *p<.01.
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