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ABSTRACT

Objective: The purpose of the present study was to find out the development
of 4-year-old children’s emerging poetry composition process and features of
poetic expression through their own forest experiences. This research also aims
to explore the possibility of alternative poetry education for early childhood.
Methods: This study collected data from one class of four-year olds through
classroom observation, interviews with teachers, and the researcher’s journal
entries on events that occurred during forest walking activities.

Results: Research findings showed that it was possible to encourage free
expression of metaphors and imagination in children and they were able to
share excitement about poetry with their classmates when provided with an
alternative environment. One remarkable finding was that children’s spontaneous
writing and pleasure in poetry did not continue when given the new theme of
‘Mom and Dad’.

Conclusion/Implications: The results imply that to encourage the development
of children’s intuitive poetic words we need to be interested in how to organize
and highlight the experiences of children. This study also suggests that positive
methodological and teleological changes are needed for poetry education that is
separate from language education.

I key words poetry education, poetry composition, poetic expression, forest
walk program
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