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The Limit of Conservative-Progressive
Frame and Strategy of Media Criticism

Seok Choon Shon
Professor, Department of Media and Communication, Konkuk University

This paper argues that media criticism should be reestablished as an academic
movement leading to the maintenance and maturity of democracy.

Korean democracy has been withdrawn both procedurally and practically. However, the
Korean media do not properly monitor democratic retreat. The purpose of journalism is
to provide people with the information they need to be free and self-governed, and the
public sphere is a condition of deliberative democracy.

This paper proposed three practical strategies for media criticism. First, it is the
overcoming of the conservative-progressive frame. It is important to look at what kind
of media is responsible for democratic retreat. Second, media criticism should be
expanded on workers and capitalists. Korea’s labor relations are as distorted as the public
sphere. Korean journalism did not set agenda for labor relations. Most reports were
‘capitalist bias’. Finally, Media criticism should be the empowerment of the people who
are the sovereigns of the media.

KEYW ORDS Media Criticism, Journalism, Empowerment, Democracy



