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<Abstract>

Objectives : To examine the factors associated with the use of the prenatal care services provided
by the Ministry of Gender Equality and Family by married migrant women in Korea. Methods : We
employed data from the 2015 Nationwide Multiculturale Family Survey. We selected 19- to 39-year-old
married immigrant women with children aged 5 years or less for the study (N=1,579). We included
four predisposing factors, six enabling factors, and two need factors based on the Andersen’s
Health-care Utilization Model. Results : Only one third of married immigrant women(31.6%) used
prenatal care service and 459% of them reported prenatal care service needs. Area of residence,
country of birth, and Korean language proficiency were significantly associated with prenatal care
service use. Further, age, country of birth, length of time in Korea, household income, and
discrimination experience were significantly associated. Conclusions : Findings suggest the need to
develop strategies to improve accessibility to prenatal care service use especially for married immigrant
women from developing countries, low-income families, having poor Korean language proficiency or

having discrimination experience.
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<Table 1> Characteristics of Predisposing, Enabling and Need Factors and the Prevalence of Prenatal Care Use
and Care Need According to Predisposing, Enabling and Need Factors Among Married Immigrant Women
Aged 19 -39 years (N=1,579)

N (%) Prenatal care use Prenatal care need
> N (%) P N (%) P
1,579 (100.0) 501 (31.7) 724 (45.9)
Predisposing factors
Age (MeantSD) 28.37+4.61
19-24 years 377 (23.9) 122 (32.4) .901 208 (55.2) p<.001
2529 years 570 (36.1) 180 (31.6) 242 (42.5)
30-34 years 450 (28.5) 138 (30.7) 200 (44.4)
35-39 years 182 (11.5) 61 (33.5) 4 (40.7)
Country of birth
Chinese/Korean-Chinese 292 (18.5) 77 (26.4)  .053 108 (37.0)  p<.001
Japanese/Taiwanese/Hong Kong 131 (8.3) 50 (38.2) 53 (40.5)
Vietnamese 466 (29.5) 137 (29.4) 240 (51.5)
Philippines/Southeast Asia 451 (28.6) 160 (35.5) 230 (51.0)
Central Asia/Mongolia 168 (10 6) 52 (31.0) 74 (44.0)
Americas/Europe/Oceania/Others 1 (4.5) 25 (35.2) 19 (26.8)
Length of Time in Korea (Mean+SD) 5.13+3 99
10 years or more 128 (8.1) 29 (22.7) .081 38 (29.7) p<.001
5-9 years 622 (39.4) 217 (34.9) 256 (41.2)
4 years or less 829 (52.5) 255 (30.8) 430 (51.9)
Residency area
Urban 1,020 (64.6) 301 (29.5) .011 462 (45.3) .562
Rural 559 (35.4) 200 (35.8) 262 (46.9)
Enabling factors
Education
College or higher 577 (36.5) 179 (31.0) .889 248 (43.0) 212
High school 629 (39.8) 201 (32.0) 301 (47.9)
Middle school or lower 373 (23.6) 121 (32.4) 175 (46.9)
Subjective Socioeconomic Status
High 106 (6.7) 33 (31.1) 713 32 (30.2) .002
Middle 1,181 (74.8) 381 (32.3) 548 (46.4)
Low 292 (18.5) 87 (29.8) 144 (49.3)
Employment
Yes 157 (9.9) 49 (31.2) .883 57 (36.3) .011
No 1,422 (90.1) 452 (31.8) 667 (46.9)
Korean language proficiency
Fluent in speaking/reading/writing 397 (25.1) 133 (33.5) .009 151 (38.0) p<.001
Fluent in one or two 475 (30.1) 171 (36.0) 216 (45.5)
Not fluent in any 707 (44.8) 197 (27.9) 357 (50.5)
Social support resources®
Good (3-5) 482 (30.5) 133 (27.6) .059 215 (44.6) .736
Fair (1-2) 624 (39.5) 206 (33.0) 293 (47.0)
Poor (none) 473 (30.0) 162 (34.2) 216 (45.7)
Relationship with husband
Good/fair 1,230 (77.9) 402 (32.7) 126 571 (46.4) .393
Poor 349 (22.1) 99 (28.4) 153 (43.8)
Need factors
Experience of discrimination
No 1,009 (63.9) 306 (30.3) A1 447 (44.3) 100
Yes 570 (36.1) 195 (34.2) 277 (48.6))
Self-rated health
Healthy/Fair 1,237 (78.3) 395 (31.9) 742 564 (45.6) .696
Poor 342 (21.7) 106 (31.0) 160 (46.8)

p-value for difference among different levels of each variable
8Social support resources including from any Koreans or, other immigrants for difficult situations, job searching,
child rearing and education, recreation and hobbies, and health problems.
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<Table 2> Odds Ratios(95% confidence intervals) for Prenatal Care Use and Prenatal Care Need Among Married

Immigrant Women Age 19 - 39 years (N=1,579)

Prenatal care use

Prenatal care need

OR(95% ClI) p OR(95% ClI) p

Predisposing factors
Age

19-24 years 1 1

2529 years 0.95 (0.70 —1.28) T4 0.71 (0.54-0.94) .017

30-34 years 0.92 (0.65 -1.31) .642 0.95 (0.68-1.32) 757

35-39 years 1.11 (0.71 —1.74) .635 0.89 (0.58-1.36) 579
Country of birth

Chinese/Korean—Chinese 1 1

Japanese/Taiwanese/Hong Kong 2.16 (1.33-3.50) .002 1.11 (0.70-1.76) .659

Vietnamese 1.22 (0.84-1.77) .305 1.68 (1.19-2.38) .003

Philippines/Southeast Asia 1.71 (1.20-2.45) .003 1.60 (1.15-2.24) .006

Central Asia/Mongolia 1.39 (0.20-2.14) A4 1.24 (0.83-1.86) 292

Americas/Europe/Oceania/Others 1.89 (1.04-3.43) .036 0.63 (0.34-1.16) 134
Length of Time in Korea

10 years or more 1 1

5-9 years 2.05 (1.27-3.32) .003 1.45 (0.93-2.27) 100

4 years or less 1.81 (1.10-3.00) .021 2.04 (1.28-3.24) .003
Residency area

Urban 1 1

Rural 1.36 (1.08-1.71) .008 0.97 (0.78-1.21) 812
Enabling factors
Education

College or higher 1 1

High school 1.20 (0.90-1.59) .224 0.96 (0.74-1.26) .788

Middle school or lower 1.27 (0.90-1.77) 170 0.84 (0.62-1.16) .291
Subjective Socioeconomic Status

High 1 1

Middle 1.18 (0.72-1.75) .596 1.96 (1.26-3.06) .003

Low 1.08 (0.67-1.79) 157 24 (1.37-3.67) .001
Employment

Yes 1 1

No 1.06 (0.73-1.54) 775 1.33 (0.93-1.91) 123
Korean language proficiency

Fluent in speaking/reading/writing 1 1

Fluent in one or two 0.91 (0.66-1.24) .530 7 (0.72 ) .866

Not fluent in any 0.63 (0.46-0.86) .004 1.12 (0.8 ) 462
Social support resources?

Good (3-5) 1 1

Fair (1-2) 1.24 (0.9 ) .109 1.15 (0.9 ) .265

Poor (none) 1.30 (0.9 ) .076 1.27 (0.97-1.66) .089
Relationship with husband

Good/fair 1 1

Poor 0.83 (0.63-1.09) .186 0.86 (0.67-1.10) .236
Need factors
Experience of discrimination

No 1 1

Yes 1.22 (0.97-1.53) .096 1.30 (1.04-1.62) .019
Self-rated health

Healthy/Fair 1 1

Poor 1.01 (0.77-1.33) .948 0.97 (0.75-1.26) .834

8Social support resources including from any Koreans or other immigrants for difficult situations, job searching,
child rearing and education, recreations and hobbies, and health problems.
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