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Objective: The aim of this study was to examine the meanings of onomatopoeia and mimetic
words contextually used contextually when children play together.

Methods: The participants included 40 children (ages 3-5 years) attending “M Daycare Center” in
Seoul and “S Daycare Center” in Seongnam (a city in Gyeonggi-do). Twenty rounds of play
observations were conducted at the centers. Once per week from May to October 2015.

Results: The onomatopoeia and mimetic words observed were primarily relate to physical
movements, sounds, and shapes. These types relate to Max van Manen’s life-world existentials,
correlating with spatiality, corporeality, and relationality. The characteristics of onomatopoeic and
mimetic words used were additive and were used by the children to refine and diversify their
language skills and enrich their linguistic imaginations.

Conclusion: Onomatopoeic and mimetic words help children design their own play situations
based on their creativity and help them share the play with their peers.
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Research schedule Research participants

Free choice activity Outdoor playing activity

May 8 to July 18, 2015 M Daycare Center

August 17 to October 26, 2015 S Daycare Center

High level class, 2 times High-level class, 7 times

Low level class, 1 time Low-level class, 7times

High level class, 3 times High-level class, 2 times

Low level class, 3 times Low-level class, 2 times
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Table 2
Onomatopoeia and Mimetic Words in Play
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Type of onomatopoeia and

Type of onomatopoeia and

mimetic words Example mimetic words Example
Movement Du-duk Sound Cu-u-u-u
Movement Dol-dol Sound Yam-Yam
Movement Bingle-bingle Sound Eichwi
Movement Whik Sound Tok-tok-tok
Movement Youngcha-Youngcha Sound Bee-bee
Movement Whiyaiya Sound Eoheung
Movement Yap-yap-yap Sound Ttareung
Movement Utha-utha Sound Chu-u-u-u
Movement Whi-ing Sound Tang-tang-tang
Movement Su-u-u-uk Sound Wingwing i
Movement Du-le-le-le Shape Jjwak-jjwak
Movement Bangle-bangle Shape Ppoook
Movement Xiong Shape Pinggeul-pinggeul
Movement Piyung Shape Hureureuk
Movement Bing-bing Shape Ppyong-ppyong
Movement Syuk Shape Yorijoring
Movement Eurachacha Shape Trak-trak
Movement Pook-pook Shape Kkuyeok-kkuyeok
Movement Seukseuk-saksak Shape Puuuk
Movement Wheel-wheel Shape Yuck
Movement Bang-bang Shape Jju-jju
Sound Wiing-wiing Shape Tokeoki
Sound Duu-duu-duu-duu Shape Byungbyung i
Sound Thang Shape Ppodok-Ppodok
Sound Tak Shape Ppiigi
Sound Keueueueu Shape Gompangki
Sound Chwijijijik Shape Usususu
Sound Eungae-eungae Shape Chokchok i
Sound Chuk-chuk Shape Chika-chika
Sound Cheol-leung Shape Donggeul-donggeul
Sound Thang-thang-thang Feeling Piyu-piyu
Sound Ya-ow Emphasis Jjan
Sound Jjeop-jjeop Empbhasis Ppaeng

Sound Vroom-vroom
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