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The Reality of Community through Social Network Analysis:
the Case of 7 Sansa, Buddhist Mountain Monasteries in Korea

Sook-Jin Kim*
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Abstract : The crisis of western welfare states and the spread of neoliberalism opened up the debate on
community question and paid attention to community to cope with diverse social crises. There has been
increasing recognition for the need to see World Heritage in terms of place and local community which
had formed it rather than an object for conservation separated from the place where it is located. In ad-
dition, the conservation and use of cultural heritage can lead to the region’s sustainable development and
in turn is possible with the region’s overall development. However, the Operational Guidelines for the
Implementation of the World Heritage Convention does not specify the definition and geographic extent
of community. This paper considers place-based communities, Sahachons and religious communities,
Sindohoes of seven Buddhist monasteries in preparation for inscription on the UNESCO World Heritage

List, and analyzes social networks of these two types of communities to see their consistency with their
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general characteristics. Social networks analyses indicates that some monasteries show significant differ-

ences between Sahachons and Sindohoes, but others do not. This result implies that communities should

be seen as processes of constantly reconstituting their features and boundaries under their specific sur-

roundings which are also in constant changes, thus requiring empirical studies.

Key Words : World Heritage, Buddhist monasteries, Sahachon, Shindohoe, social networks
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