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The Influence Emotional and Behavioral Problems of Middle School Students have

on the School Refusal Tendency: Focusing on the Meditator Variables -
Relationships with Parents, Peer Groups and Teachers
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Abstract

This study aims to understand the influences that emotional and behavioral problems,
relationships with parents, peer groups and teachers have on school refusal tendency and their
routes targeting for 546 students of the 1st and 2nd grades in the boys’ and girls’ middle
schools in G city and to conduct a path analysis by using Pearson’s product-moment
correlation and LISREL program.

The results are the followings: First, significant correlation is shown in the all relationships,
excluding the external problems out of emotional and behavioral problems, social support factor
out of teachers-related variables, negative support factor out of parents-related variables.
Second, emotional and behavioral problems have highly direct influence on school refusal
tendency and relationship with parents without any meditator effect and has indirect influence
on relationships with peer groups and teachers without having statistically significant and
direct influence. Also, relationship with peer groups has statistically significant and negative effect on school
refusal tendency without having statistically significant and direct influence, teachers relationship has
statistically significant and direct effect on school refusal tendency and relationship with
parents has indirect influence on school refusal tendency through relationship with peer groups
and teachers relationship without having statistically significant and direct effect.
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