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Broadcasting?

An Analysis of KBS News Coverage of the Korean Housing
Market
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What is the basic nature of Korean public broadcasting system? This research explores
this question through an analysis of KBS news coverage of the Korean housing market.
This study spotlights the internal news production processes. In detail, this study
investigates newsroom routines, such as news selection, news gatherings, and news
production. As a result, this study reveals KBS can be classified as “Publicity Model”
following reasons. First, KBS news selection process stresses higher viewer ratings for
competitive market share and belittles public interests of serving the citizen. This caused
KBS news to provide fragmented and truncated news information and to constrict high
quality news of significant information for citizen. Second, KBS newsroom operates
under the minimum staff resource to produce news programmes and has developed
official source dependency as a routine for news gathering. Third, under the limits of
report format, KBS news worked as a neutral deliverer of government message and
failed to provide more detailed information and diverse viewpoints.
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