S5t - NGEASSIGIAl K 183 3% (2017. 12) pp. 55~68
The Journal of Korean Society for School & Community Health Education, Vol. 18 Iss. 3 (December, 2017)

ZHHoI0| TUHAKIA U EY=}
LOIgHRle] FZHL|WLI0N OJxI=

02
02

o
|
e tgtn nATetel 4948
e st 2| oiel 91 EA1E A ol st Al

o
21
o
o
o

Effect of Oral Health Knowledge and Attitude of Caregivers
on Oral Health Management of Elderly Inpatients
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**Department of Social and Humanity in Dentistry, Wonkwang University School of Dentistry

ABSTRACT

Objectives: Republic of Korea has entered an aged society, recently. As chronic diseases increase,
elderly inpatients has been increasing and they have used caregivers for convenience. Accordingly,
this study aims to investigate the oral health knowledge and attitude of caregivers on oral health
management of elderly inpatients, which would affect the general health and quality of life.

Methods: A survey questionnaire was distributed to the caregiver(n=165), at a neurosurgery
or orthopedic hospital inpatient ward in Seoul, Gyeonggi-do from April 1 to 14, 2017. We
analyzed the data with descriptive statistics analysis, chi-squared analysis and logistic
regression analysis by using SPSS 23.0.

Results: The response rate to the questionnaire was 92%. Oral health management provided
by caregivers to inpatients in the elderly was prevention of oral diseases(92.8%), tooth brushing
(89.5%), use of oral care products(68.4%), denture cleaning(90.8%) and oral cleaning(90.8%).
Frequency analysis of oral health management in accordance with the educational needs of
caregivers was all confirmed statistically significant(p<0.05). In the logistics regression model,
oral health knowledge was significantly associated with low oral cleaning(OR=1.58) and oral
health attitude was significantly associated with high denture cleaning(OR=1.29) and oral
cleaning(OR=1.28) after adjustment for other covariates including gender, age, certification,
education level, ward, working years.
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Conclusions: It is necessary to expand the scope and improve the quality of education that

can change the attitudes and behaviors of the caregivers on the oral health management of
the elderly on the basis of the current oral health education.

Key words: Caregiver, Elderly, Oral health attitude, Oral health knowledge
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